We want to welcome you to our wonderful marvelous little meeting that we're having. You
should know that there are 35 people who are not present here this morning, and I'm going
to reread (Genesis 2) 8, 9, and 10. The Lord planted a garden toward the east in Eden.
Pleasant. And there he placed the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground the
Lord God caused to grow, every tree that is pleasing to sight and good for food; the tree of
life also in the middle of the garden. And somewhere in that thing, the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. I'm going to come back here to verse 8. He planted a garden toward the
east, and he placed the man in the garden, the man whom he had formed. And that's what
we're going to talk about. And if we run out of time, if we run out of topic, we're going to go

on over to that other tree.

Alright, Genesis 1 and 2 are filled with marvelous things untouched and not understood
anywhere else in Scripture. | want you to just take a moment and watch God make
something out of red clay and thereby testify that this creature belongs to earth. And He blew
into man, out of His own being, the breath of life, which proves that he belongs to another
realm. And when Adam stood up, he could see the unseen. And this morning | was just

thinking about Adam, and | had a conversation. Can | give you a conversation?

Okay, it's the return. The Lord is returning. He has returned. And someone in all the worship
and glory cries out, Look, there's Adam. He's got his clothes back. He's robed in light. And
Adam says, This place looks familiar. | see a river. That's the river. And look, there's the
tree. That's the same tree | should have eaten from. And finally, | have, by his great mercy,
taken of the tree of life. And there's the gold and the pearl. And there are all those beautiful
stones. The stones are everywhere. And the pearl is turned into gates. Gates of pearl. What
is this place?

| remember the garden. That's where God brought me to the garden to live. And He took a
girl out of my side. And then He brought her to me and introduced her to me. And, and, and,
and, and look, there's a, there's another Man here more glorious than me. And He has a
bride and the bride's the garden. This is amazing. And the garden is not a garden anymore,
it's a city. And the throne. | thought | saw a throne up there somewhere. There's the throne,
and the river and the tree are pouring out of the throne. | thought that all things originated
with God. And | can see the angels again. Hello, Michael. Long time no see. And Gabriel,
and they embrace, and they cry, and they shout, and they will never again be separated in
their ability to see and fellowship with one another. And then Adam comes to his Lord and
bows down, as every knee bows and every tongue confesses. And Adam says this, he
declares to the throng, This is the real Man. This is the Man who is the image of God. This is
the Man who has the tree of life in Him and is the tree of life. And this is the Man who rules
and reigns over the earth. And He is the Man who rules and reigns over heaven also.

And this is just something | was thinking about this morning because Revelation 21 and 22
do not mention Adam. And | got to thinking, where is this brother? I'm sure he's a brother. If



he can't get forgiven, | can't get forgiven. Surely, he who had faced God, we will one day see
again. Well, anyway, here's my point in all of this. That God made a man who is a hybrid,
part of heaven and part of earth, and He gave this man to rule over the earth and everything
on it, and God has never changed that determination, that goal. Daniel, God will have a man
who rules this planet. This is part of his purpose. In Genesis 2, there is no sin. There is no
rebellion on earth.

Now, not all. He's not only going to do that, he's going to show forth God's image. Well,
Jesus Christ did that on earth. He will do itin glory. If you wonder what God looks like, then
read Revelation 1 and see what the glorified Christ looks like. And this one bears the very
likeness, not the image, but the likeness of His Father who lives within Him. And the Father
will take up his dwelling within Christ. And Christ will take up his dwelling in us.

Now then, strangely enough, God takes this man by the hand and says, You're not supposed
to live on this planet. This planet is not your home. Brothers, get this clear. Sisters, get it
clear. This planet is not your home. And the Lord took Adam by the hand and said, Come
with me and | will show you your home. And Kalia, he took him through a huge, beautiful
gate, | think. Bigger than you and | can imagine. And he brought him into this garden. This
lush, beautiful garden is filled with gold and precious stone. And a river that is alive. And a
tree that is alive. And it's a vast place. It's several hundred miles large, probably. The garden
is on the earth. And it is big, it's beautiful, it's pleasant. And the Lord said, not the planet.
You rule the planet, but you live in the garden of pleasant. God has not changed.

Please remember this. God has a particular place for you and me to live, for Adam to live,
and a particular place for Jesus Christ to live. There is a special place for us to live. I'm going
to repeat it. Those of you out there on videotape, there is a special place for man to live.
Now, whether that's unfallen man, or the new man. | will tell you very clearly, it is not the old
man, but the original man, and/or the new man, who takes his place. There's a special place

for him to live. And that place is that garden.

Now I'm going to do something. Here is heaven, and here’s earth. This is body and soul,
and this is spirit. This is earth with bodies and souls. And this is God's dwelling, this is spirit.
And God brought them together. Before | do that, | want you all to understand that woven
into God's purpose is his desire to put God and man together and make them one. When
you see Jesus Christ, you see God's eternal purpose. Here is a man who has a mother who
is a human being and a father who is God. And he is a hybrid. He is of earth, and he is of
heaven. Now, is Adam a hybrid? Yes. He is a hybrid. He's of heaven and he is of earth. He's
of clay and he is of spirit. And Jesus Christ is a hybrid. He is a mixture of heaven and earth.
And the most amazing thing about the Lord was that he said that while he was on earth, he
was in heaven. I've forgotten the scripture reference, but he said, He made this statement,
the son of man who is in the heavenlies, the son of man who is in the heavenlies, and to the

Pharisees, Where | am, you cannot get there. And his Father was always with him and in



him. And He had a spirit located in another realm.

| would like for you to try to remember this as long as you live. Wherever you walk on this
earth, wherever you are, one-third of you is in another place. One-third of you is in heaven.
No, heavenlies. And the eternals. Don't think of heaven. That's not even good. You'll think of
pearly gates and all that stuff. And the heavenlies, in the spirituals. In the supernal. Look it
up. Supernal. It's a very rare word you almost never hear. | doubt you have itin your
dictionary. Supernal. Supernal. Supernal means the place where the throne of God is. No,
you don't have a word like that. Have you got your dictionary there with you? Nobody has?
Try to find the word ‘supernal’ and see what kind of word it is. S-U-P-E-R-N-A-L. It does
sound like supernatural, butitis... It means the highest of all places. And many English
dictionaries do not have the word. And it's similar to the word superlative, yes. I'd say the

average American has never heard that word pronounced even once.

Well, you belong to the supernal. Not only to the eternal, but to the supernal. To that place in
or near the throne of God, or at the throne of God, and one-third of you is always there. You
really can walk into another realm. As surely as there was a door to the garden, there is a
door in you. There is a door in you. Find that door. There's a door in you. There's a door
inside of you. There's a door in you. Now, the Lord takes Adam, red man, red-tinted man,
into the Garden of Eden, and he says, not earth, but the garden is your home. You will rule
the earth, but you will rule it from the garden. You can go into the earth, but it is not your
natural home. Now, what is the natural habitat of a bird? The air. The natural habitat of a
fish. The water. The natural habitat of a cow. The fields and pastures of the earth. The
natural habitat of God. The heavenly places because it matches Him.

But man is a hybrid. He doesn't belong to heaven because he belongs to earth. He doesn't
belong to earth because he also belongs to heaven. So, you can say he belongs to both, but
more accurately, he belongs to neither. He belongs to a better place than heaven or earth.
Now this is unbelievable. This is wild territory. We think of heaven and the heavens as the
final place. God does not. God had made an incredibly beautiful earth. It was unfallen. We
can't imagine what it was. Come with me into this garden, and here comes something flying
over that's lovely. Well, today we call it a pesky fly because we don't know what it looks like
originally. And here's a beautiful, beautiful, flowered tree. You don't know what it is today
when you look at it. It's a weed. A weed, because of the fall. We have no idea what the earth
looked like.

Now, | lived in California for quite a while, and there are times when you can drive down the
roads in certain places in California, and you can see where a mountain has turned over on
its side. And in Colorado, which is a central state. Okay, it's a little west. Lots of places you
go, and you see where a mountain has literally fallen over on its side, and you can see the
strata laying this way when it once was this way. Incredible torture and torment and agony
and pain that the earth went through when it fell.



So, we don't know what this earth looked like, but boy, it was as beautiful as heaven. Inits
physical being, unfallen earth was as beautiful as unseen heaven. The unseen heaven and
the seen earth were like one another in beauty, but this one was temporary. This one looked
like it was going to be there forever. Turns out that even the heavens were temporary
because of the fall. Both found corruption. And one was eternal in nature, and one was
temporary in nature. One was spiritual in nature, and one was physical. One was invisible in
nature, and one was visible in nature. One was spiritual in nature, and | said physical in
nature. | should say one was...without mass or time or space, and the other one was with

mass, and when you have mass, you have space and time. Einstein told us this.

However, one was not more beautiful than the other. How do you get something more
beautiful than heaven? How do you get something more beautiful than an earth? When they
are both so perfect in their beauty, there's only one way to get something more beautiful -
Jjoin them. John says...and then | saw a new earth and a new heaven. That's right. He didn't
say, | saw heaven. No, he saw a new heaven. And it was beautiful. More beautiful than the
first. And a new earth. More beautiful than the first. But you haven't finished quoting the
verse, sister. What's the rest of the verse? The earth and the heaven passed away. And |

Saw.

And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven. That's more
beautiful than heaven. And this new heaven is more beautiful than the old heaven. And this
new earth is more beautiful than the old earth, but there is something more beautiful than
either one of them. And that is the place where they touch one another. And that was the
garden. The garden was a place where heaven and earth touched, and it was more glorious

than either. And God said, you live there. Wow. You live there.

Well, the angels were jealous. You know, hey, what's going on here? You've got something
better for a visible man than us glorious and visible angels. And the cow said, Hey, wait a
minute. Whoa, that's more beautiful than earth. And the angel said, Yeah, wait, if you could
only see heaven and see how beautiful it is, cow. Then the cow would be even more
jealous. Well, | think at this time we had an archangel who got very jealous. That's what |
think. | think he got really upset. | think somewhere right around here, there was a rebellion

in heaven.

| don't want to get off on that. | want to stay on my subject. My subject is that man has a
natural habitat. It's not heaven and it's not earth. And you're not supposed to live on this
earth, and you're not supposed to die and go to heaven. Now, anybody out there who thinks
that you're going to go to heaven, | would like to repeat a verse of Scripture to you. John is
speaking, and | saw a new heaven. And | saw a new earth. And the old earth had passed
away. And the old heavens had passed away. And | saw the new Jerusalem, the holy city,
coming out of heaven. More glorious than heaven. And now, then you all say, I'm going to
live in pearly streets and golden gates, pearly streets. God's going to be with all that. That's
not heaven. That's Jerusalem. That is the glorious New Jerusalem.



All right. | just saw a thumbs-up. Is that good news, sweetheart? Oh. When he speaks the
language, everything becomes easy. We're having a wonderful time here. And I'm not going
to review for you. Would you folks out there, won't you pass the popcorn around while we
have this small interruption?

And | saw the new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven. | saw the new Jerusalem coming
out of heaven. | saw the new Jerusalem coming out of heaven. And it had 12 foundations.
And it had a tree. And it had a river. And it had the throne of God in it. Now, the throne of God
has moved out of heaven because it has found a better place. Now, the throne of God is not
in heaven. And if you want to die and go to heaven, fine, but you're going to get lonesome
up there, and there are not going to be humans there. And God's not going to be there. And
the throne's not going to be there. And the Lord Jesus is not going to be there. And | don't
know if the angels are even going to be there. | have no idea, but if they are, they're going
to look at you and say, Boy, you'll settle for the common stuff awfully easy. Our home is not
heaven. Our natural habitat is not heaven. And our natural habitat is not earth. Our natural
habitat is a hybrid of heaven and earth.

Now, this lady over here, this lady with the dark eyes and the dark hair, she's a really beautiful
lady. | want to tell her a few things. She looks Albanian, doesn't she? Greek. She looks
Greek. Okay, all right. Greek, Romanian, Albanian. Okay. This lady can just be almost
anybody there is. Lady, this is what we've been saying: when God put man in the garden,
He declared that he was not of the earth. Nor was he of heaven. Even though he was of the
clay of earth and the spirit of heaven, he belonged; he was a hybrid, and he belonged to a

hybrid place. And heaven was glorious, but unfallen earth was just as glorious.

And you can't say that heaven invisible was more beautiful than earth visible. And the only
way you can get something more beautiful than heaven and a beautiful, beautiful earth, the
only way you can get something more beautiful than earth is to take the two elements and
put them together. And that is your home. God made for man, we can put it in one sentence,
a habitat, more glorious than heaven, more glorious than earth. It was the garden. Praise the
Lord.

And now, | want you to know something. That is, we're going to have a 30-minute message
today, | think. You still, though you are fallen, you are redeemed. Do you understand that you
are holy? And that you are without blame. And that you are pure. And in the eyes of God,
nobody can blame you. And you're just as holy as holy can get. You are holy ones. We are
holy ones. We are holy ones. We do not belong to this earth, even though we are on this
planet. We do not belong to this world system which has covered this fallen planet. And God
does not intend for us in this day, even in this hour, to live on this earth.

He still has a place that's part heaven and part earth. And | want you to know that you are a
hybrid. You look like a human being, but you are not. You are a new species disguised.
We're running around here disguised as human beings, but we're actually a new species.
Now, you can't tell this until you look inside of us. This old species running around here has



a dead spirit. We've got a living spirit. And, but Gene, that's the same species. One's just
dead and one's alive. Yes, but we've got something that the dead species doesn't have. And
if that dead species got a live spirit right now, it'd still be a different species from us, because
we have something else in us. We have God. The life of Jesus Christ. Divine life. Uncreated

life. In us.

Now listen. That is a hybrid. Here is the human spirit and the divine spirit, and they become
one, and they unite you with the heavenlies. Therefore, you are part of heaven. You've got a
clay body. It's made literally out of clay. It will turn back to dirt, and it has all the elements that
dirt has got in it. Did you know that? There's no distinction between a human body and a
lump of dirt. It has the same elements. You can ask a biologist this, and he will tell you:
exactly the same elements. Now then, when the divine spirit and the human spirit got
together and your soul got redeemed, you became a hybrid. And you're walking around with
Jesus Christ in you, just as Jesus Christ walked around on this earth with the Father in him,
but he also had a human body.

Now, he is... Don't compare us. There's a difference. Our soul is fallen but forgiven. His is
unfallen. His body was not fallen nor sin dwelt, but there is still the basic combining of the
heavenlies and the earth. There is a combining in Him. There is also this basic same
combining of heaven and earth within us. Therefore, we cannot be happy on this earth. It is
not possible. And we will be seekers till the day we die if we try. There is no peace, Buddhist,
no matter how much you deny. There is no peace, Muslim, no matter how much you believe.

In your religion. There is no peace. Hindu. And you know that. You even teach that.

And to you, Hebrew, dear Hebrew, there is no peace on this earth. And you can't make
peace on earth, and you can't get peace on earth. And the angels didn't come and say,
peace on earth, goodwill toward men. They came and said, peace to men of goodwill who
are on the earth. I'm going to tell you something, Jonathan. You can't be happy on this earth,
and you don't belong here. Abel, when God said to fallen Adam, get out of the garden, he
said to him that a fallen man can't live here, but then he pushed man out into a place that's
not his natural habitat. It would be, Kalea, like we threw you off of the earth and told you that
you'd have to live the rest of your life in the ocean. Kalea, you could not find peace in the
ocean. In no way on earth you could. And furthermore, you wouldn't live out there very long.
It's not your natural habitat.

Well, that's the way Adam felt the day God told him to leave the garden. He was out of his
natural home. And he still is. And the sons of Adam cannot find a place of peace on this
earth. And we don't belong just to heaven. Do you know that I've got a point in here
somewhere? Peggy, what's my point? Do you know what my point is? That we're created to
live the way we are. We're created to grow better. For something else.

But now we'll tell you something. Right after God started this new species on this earth and
got it where you could see it, he said, I'm going to give you back your habitat. You've got a
place to live on this earth, just like Adam. And it's part heaven. And it's part earth. It's not the



total fulfillment. I'm working on that, the Lord said. I'm turning that garden into a city, but I'm
giving you a foretaste of that city. You were born in that city. You may not know it, but you
were never born again. You know your Bible says born again, right? It's not a correct
translation. Go look in the margin. You were born from above. Your mother is a city. She's a
girl. She's a woman. She's unfallen. And God knows we're going to live there forever with
Him. And the throne is there. And that means that's better than heaven. And it's sure better
than even the new earth.

But in the meantime, He's got a place for us to live. It's our habitat. And it's got the kiss of
heaven on it. And it's got the kiss of earth on it, but it's also got the kiss of the two combined.
It has the kiss of Jesus Christ, the glorious high bread, holy man, and utterly God. It's not a
dirty, good-for-nothing, low-down auditorium with chairs in it facing some sort of ridiculous-
looking altar. It's just like the new Jerusalem. It's heavenly. And you can't really see it until all
the parts come together. Then you can see it. And I'm at a loss to tell you what the
community of believers is, but | can tell you that the church of Jesus Christ is your rightful

home.

Abel, Danielle, Pishti, it's our business to be in that city, to be in that house which is
becoming a city, which is to be in that body, which is made up of many parts, to be part of
that girl who is made up of many members. The Christian life doesn't work on earth. The

Christian life works in a garden. A pleasant garden. It's becoming a beautiful city.

Kalia, in case this message is ever, ever, ever shown in Albania. You know I'm angry. We
should have treated your country very special. And we didn't. You know what we didn't give
you in Albania? We didn't give you your habitat. You are so many saved people in Albania,
but we didn't give you your habitat. We saved you and left you on the earth, put you in an
auditorium on Sunday morning at 11 o'clock. To have a home for God's people. The
hybrids. There weren't any hybrids in Albania. They were all fallen humans. Now you've
got hybrids. Part heaven, part earth. They've got a right to a place that's part heaven and
part earth. It's the church of Jesus Christ. And it's a community. It's a citizenship. And it's a
place. And you don't live there one hour a week. You live there. And it's not of earth.

It's a pleasant place. | tell you, when you're there, you sense heaven. And you sense an
unfallen earth. And you sense the glory of heaven. And you sense the divine. And you sense
the redeemed human. Even the glorified human. And you sense peace, and something in
you cries out, Hey, this is home, why didn't you let me get here sooner? This is where |
belong. This is home. And anybody's ever walked into her gates like Adam walked into the
gates of the garden. This is home. This is where | belong.

Daniel, bring her to earth. Abel, give her to this planet. Give her to Romania. She's a
civilization. Now I've told you before, there are some things that keep my oven hot and keep
my engine going. Boy, I'm in the business of joining heaven and earth. That's my business.
And giving God's people a place that Jesus Christ built. We have a right to be there. It's our
home. Yeah, there are tears there, but there is joy there. And there's loneliness there



sometimes, because it's a foretaste. But boy, there are times you taste heaven. There are
times you taste the throne. And there are times you see him. And there are times he is on

that throne leading you. And it's where you belong. It's home.

You have a habitat. On this planet, since the day of Pentecost, it's called the Ekklesia. Well,
why do they call it that? That's a strange word. It's not either. If you take a foot and a leg and
a hand and an arm and a torso and a neck and a hip and an elbow and a knee and a head
and you assemble them, then you've got heaven and earth combined. You've got Christ, the
glorious Lord of heaven and earth. And his bride is the body. Praise his name. Whenever you
see his eternal purpose, it will be something that has to do with the combining of heaven and
earth. And making them One. Not just combining them but making them One. And the
garden was the making of both of them - One. He took all the glories of the heavens and all
the glories of earth, and he made them One. And Adam, seeing the unseen, played with
angels and walked with God. And God was in the garden. And God is with us in the new
Jerusalem with his throne. And God is in his house. The house of God. And if that doesn't
make you want to run out of a church building and take a dive right into an adventure, | can't
help you. If you walk out of that living room where you're listening and say, Oh, really good
message. | really liked that. He really touched on a lot of glorious things. Hey, that was nice.

Listen, mister, sell your house. Move. Well, | think I'll wait till it comes here. Someday we'll
have some, we'll pray, and God will send you. The church has always been rare. And you
may be blessed of that, but otherwise, did you ever hear the verse about leaving father and
mother and brother and sister and giving up houses and lands so that you might gain a
hundredfold houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and lands. No, you're going to
stay where you are and rot and die. I'm going to go live in a place that's part divine and part
of earth, part human and part God. I'm going to the church. I'm going to live there and I'm
going to die there. It's my home. I've got a right to it. Ain't nobody going to keep me from
having it. Not the Calvinists or John Calvin. Nor Martin Luther. Nor the Baptists. Nor
anybody else is going to keep me out of my house. I'm not going to live on this earth. I'm
going to live in the church. And I'm not going to live in heaven. I'm going to touch the

heavens, but I'm going to live in the house of God.

And I'm going to pray. Lord Jesus. Lord Jesus, may revelation break forth, that we might see
that when we see her, we see you. Open our eyes to see her, the New Jerusalem, the Holy
City, the Bride of Christ, the Wife of Christ. Lord, it's our home. Lord, it's our home. And may
we burn with thirst until we come into her gates, and we will come with thanksgiving. Lord
Jesus, we're running shy on a habitat, and you know that. Be merciful, Lord. And give us
back our habitat. Amen.

And when you see the Lord Jesus Christ, you will always see her because she's part of him.

We are in the book of Genesis, chapter 2. We took the first of these messages to talk about
what happened before eternity, when there was only the Godhead. And then since then, we

have gotten all the way to Genesis 2 verse 10. That's where we are, and we've been in it for



quite a little while. It's a very pivotal verse.

And today is going to be on the subject, but off the subject. I'm going to read it to you, and
we're going to discuss the tree of the knowledge of good and of evil. And we're going to get
a lot of insight into our problem. And here itis. Genesis 2:9. And out of the ground the Lord
God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food. The tree of life
in the middle of the garden. And the tree of the knowledge of good and of evil. And we will
discuss a little bit together, an almost endless subject, the tree of the knowledge of good and

evil. And we're going to talk about what we're up against here.

Okay. | give you my opinion. My opinion is that just previous to the creation of the garden,
there was a battle in heaven. And | may be completely wrong. There are those who even
say there was no battle in heaven. And | will, even though I've written a book with the battle
in it. What's the name of that book? The Beginning. We do not really know how things
happened that we would call the beginning of that which is negative, sin and evil, the
entrance of death; we do not know where it came from. We're not even really clear. By the
way, I'm telling you things that are beyond what all your Bible scholars know. All your Bible
scholars know who Lucifer is and know where the tree of life came from. They know all
these things, and | know what they know. A lot of other people do, too. | don't just count
myself all by myself, but I'm telling you that these things are fairly uncertain. We really don't

know.

But my personal judgment is that somewhere along here, there was a crisis in heaven. And
Lucifer was thrown out of the heavens. And | don't know what the connection between that
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is. All | can tell you is, this is the very first
negative introduction to our planet of something that is not good. Therefore, | have to
believe that something happened in the other realm.

Now, this realm has not been hurt. The only damage done in our realm is the fact that the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil is in the garden. And for all | know, it may be that
nothing bad has happened in heaven, in the heavens. And it may be that God created that
tree right there, and that there was no sin anywhere. And he put that tree there for his own
purpose. | don't know. And you don't know. And we don't know. And we're never going to

know.

Will do me a favor. Whenever you don't have anything else to do, you look at me. Because

sometimes | look down, and everybody's looking down. And | get lonely up there.

Now, | think there's something I really want to make clear to all of you. This is not something
that is new to me. I'm going to tell you what has been told to me. And this is not original. |

was deeply impressed the day someone pointed this out to me.

There's a tree in the garden, and it's very positive. Now, what's the name of that tree? Life.
Let's just hold that word for a minute. Life. Okay. Now we've got another tree. What is the
name of this tree? It is the tree of... It's got a long name, doesn't it? It's not the tree of



knowledge. It's the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Is this a positive tree? The Lord
said, Don't eat it. Isn't that fascinating? What if God just created that tree all by himself and
put it there, and there's been no sin or anything, no rebellion? He put it there, and he said,
Don't eat the tree of knowledge of good and evil. This is so fascinating to me. | just want to

sit there and stare at this thought.

Peggy, this is the first thing that's astounding, and that is, good comes from the same tree
that evil comes from. Think about it. Now you think about all the Baptist preachers, maybe
even a Methodist or a Congregational, who knows, perish the thought of a Pentecostal
preacher, charismatic, who has told us to be good and to do good, and that what God sent
us here on earth to do was to be good people. And we get the impression every Sunday
morning between 11 and 12 o'clock, what God really wants us to do is stop sinning and to

be nice and to be good.

Now think about it. Good, something about good, maybe not good, but something about
good, is sharing space with evil. If this cannot drive us to Christ, nothing can. Be deeply
impressed that our gospel has nothing to do with goodness. Goodness, as far as conduct,
may be a byproduct, but it is not the source nor the center. Just think about it again. Evil.
Good. Good. Evil. Forbidden fruit. Knowledge of good. Understanding of good. Knowing
about good. Forbidden. By the Lord.

Now, and sometimes you'll say, this is a great Christian book showing us the battle between
good and evil. | mean, I've read this kind of thing. Here is the great battle of the ages
between good and evil. Good and evil don't fight one another. What's the battle between?
The battle is between life and knowledge. This is really getting heavy here, folks. Eat life,
don't eat knowledge. Well, you mean, Gene, we're supposed to never go to school. Come
on, don't do that to me, but I'm telling you, there's a great big red sign here that says, Be
careful what you eat. Remember the last message? Be careful what you eat. Go tend that
garden. Cultivate that garden. Guard that garden and be careful what you eat. And here is a
big red sign that says, Be careful about eating knowledge. Be careful about knowing a lot
about good. Be careful about knowing a lot about evil. Does this fascinate you? Be careful.
Does this fascinate you? I'll say it. Don't do it. Does this ring any bells? Do any lights go off?

Are you amazed?

| tell you when | look at this and | look at my faith and | look at the practice of my faith, | am
aware that everything we have been touching has been tinged with so much knowledge and
so much knowledge of good and evil. | would say a typical Christian worker is an expert on
what's good and what's evil.

And | have to tell my favorite story about good and evil. It comes out of Tyler, Texas, which is
my hometown. Now | knew this pastor. He was a pastor. | did not know him well, but | knew
very well one of the people who attended the church. And one day he got up and he preached
an entire message on wearing high heels, for women, women wearing high heels. Blistered
this thing of high heels. This sin. Wicked. Evil. Lustful. Seductive. High heels. Maybe it



probably was. He was probably fighting his own battle up there, | know. | understand that.

Now | ask you, is that life, or is that the knowledge of good? It's the knowledge of evil. Well,
the women in the church, of course, a man standing up there behind the pulpit, he's all dressed
up, he's got a Bible, we sang Holy, Holy, Holy, we’ve got the stained glass windows, we've
got the steeple, and he's using God every fifth or sixth word. Well, then you just...it happens,
you just get under guilt. This is what's been going on for 2,000 years in the Christian faith,
3,000 years in the Jewish faith. And all the women in the church felt so terrible. They didn't
come to the pastor. They went to the pastor's wife. And they said to the pastor's wife, This is
sin, okay. Here's the high heel. This is sin, and that's not sin. That's a low heel. And that is sin.
Where does it help us, Pastor? Where does it stop being a sin? Right about there? Right about

there? Here? This is really modest here. Where's the line? Right about there, Joe?

No heel, maybe even barefoot. If you really want to get down to this, barefoot is the only way
to go. Okay, so the pastor had his wife put on some high-heeled shoes and measured them.
And he finally came up with, about there is okay. Above that is sin. And right about there is
modesty. So all the women began measuring the heel on their shoes. And this was not a sin,
and that was. | love this story. | love this story. It's a true story. This really happened. | had
my wife as a witness. Do you remember this, sweetheart? | remember hearing about it.
Okay. Well, honey, | was sitting there when it was told to us, and...anyway, it was funny.

Is that life? Boy, but I'll tell you, that's getting down to what's good and what's evil. That's
good, and that's evil. Did that brother understand life? | kind of doubt it. He is pretty typical,
and Gene Edwards puts himself in the same group. | have been a good and evil preacher,
not a good, and let me revive that, a preacher who, we'll cut this part out of the video. A
preacher who preached on the difference between good and evil. It didn't last very long in
my life. A very short time. Influence, bad influence in my life. And | dropped it. It didn't fit me
very well. How do | feel when | say it? | feel bad. | feel guilty. And | told the Lord many times,
please forgive me for that period of time in my life. But sometimes we have to have the law
to conduct us to Christ and to liberty and freedom. And | have been a free man for a long
time.

It's a very simple illustration, but it illustrates almost the entire preaching of the gospel. Do
you understand that a large part of what is preached on Sunday morning to congregations,
especially when a pastor's been there two or three years, and he's worn out all of his good
sermons, and now he's dealing with the people's problems, and he knows their problems. He
gets up there and he preaches, oh, don't do this, and you should do that. And Romania is full
of the knowledge of good and evil. You should not do this. You should not do that. Don't do
this. Do this. Don't do that. Shame on you for doing this. Don't you dare do that.

Now, can you tell me some of the things, because | want you to help me, what are some of
the good and evil things that have been proclaimed by Christian ministry in Romania? Can
you help me? And bad things. Wake up at 5 o'clock, read one chapter of the Bible or two,
one from the Old Testament and one from the New Testament. Pray as much as you can,



fast as much as you can. Don't drink alcohol.

Okay, those were the good ones. Let me repeat them in case they didn't get picked up. Get
up at 5 in the morning, pray, read one chapter out of the old, one chapter out of the new.
Gosh, why? I'd rather read two out of the new and one out of the old. It's more fun. All right,
and fast. Then don't drink alcohol. Okay. Don't yoke yourself with non-Christians. Don't marry
a non-Christian, well, okay. Pray that the Lord will awaken you in the night so that you can
pray. Oh my gosh, what else? Don't dress like the world; dress in darker clothes, unhappy
clothes, and old clothes. | see a lot of unhappy clothes in Eastern Europe. | just call it that,
unhappy. And every once in a while, | see someone dressed happy, and | look around and |
wonder, is that someone really, really, really worldly, or is that a Christian? And | can't tell
which itis.

Okay, what are some more things in Romania that have been putinto your Christian culture?
Can you think? The women cover their heads. Okay, is that in your churches right now? Do
sisters wear hats, or do they wear these little things? | believe in this, | want you all to know,
if a woman is going to cover her head, there is no indication it's only in the house of God. It
says a woman should have her head covered. | believe that woman, if she's going to do this,
should carry it into the bathroom and take a shower with her head covered. | mean, let's obey
the law.

| have a picture of my parents' generation at the seaside on the beach with the cover. With
the cover on their heads. Oh my goodness. Leave it to an Albanian to really mess up things
around here. Okay.

In my country? It's “don't work on Sunday”. That's still a big one. Don't work on Sunday. Yeah,
way back. Actually, it did not start until the 1700s, believe it or not. There was no emphasis in
this in the Christian family as far as laws were concerned until, at least in the English-speaking
world, the 1700s, it came out of John Wesley's ministry, and a strong teaching that God had
changed from Saturday to Sunday, and we're supposed to obey that. Kitty, what are some
really strong American ones?

| know that there are several schools in our country where girls and boys must not physically
touch one another. My daughter went to a school one year in which the boys all sat on one
side and the girls all sat on the other side in church. Now, that's unheard of in America, but
it's very common in your world. Well, | think whenever someone gets up and starts preaching
against chewing tobacco and cigarettes and alcohol and adultery and cussing and going to
movies, he's run out of anything to say. And he has a very low gospel when you have to get
down to talking to God's people about that. If we love him, we will automatically be worthy of
him in our walk. If we don't, we repent and we get back there fast. To warn us constantly, we
are quite, quite, actually, we are, as workers, Christian workers, experts on the knowledge of
good and evil.

And if you watch, God's people come to us and ask questions. What, is this right or is this
wrong? Is this good? Is this bad? | asked my pastor one time if it was all right to say, darn.



Darn is a substitute word for a cuss word, and in our language, you get a hole in your sock,
and you darn it. He said, If you're talking about darning a sock, fine, but you shouldn't say
darn if you're angry. It's a substitute for the word damn and the word damn in our language
is a cuss word, and | don't know about yours. Every language varies. You've got cuss words
that we would laugh at if we heard them. They're not cuss words in our language. | can go to
my pastor to ask what's good and what's evil. He's an expert on it.

Now, | just would like to remind you, brothers, that our world is life. It is not good anymore.

Whenever you start moving over toward that which is good and that which is evil, be careful.
When you start telling God's people they have to witness, for one thing, you're on very
unscriptural grounds. That kind of an idea did not grow up until the 1800s. And it was a
perversion of scripture that taught that. It's not in the New Testament. And | will be happy to
sit down with anybody who teaches that it is and show them the way of their errors. Not
everybody is demanded to go out and witness every day or anything like that.

Now, here's what | want to say to you. That's no more than half the problem. It goes so much
deeper. And now I'm going to get off on history, and I'm actually going to leave the subject. |

just want to talk to you. And I'd like for this to be on tape.

| want to trace for you the problems that you and | face right up here, in our own heads, that
we're hardly aware of it. Do you consider yourself, Kalia, and this is an honest question, do
you consider yourself from the West or the East? | don't know. You're sitting right at the
juncture of the east and the west. Are you from the east or the west? No one's ever asked
you that question, have you? I'm east. Do you consider yourself from the East? Yes. Eastern
European. Eastern European. Oh, | don't mean that. What? Oh, that's hard to say.

See, you are to the right of Greece as you look at a map, and the western world usually is
thought of as beginning with Greece the western world is Greece and that direction, yeah |
know, but I'm talking about over the over the last 2000, well | know that yeah, well it may be
an unfair question. | can tell you this: if you go 300 miles further to the right as you look at a
map, you're definitely outside of the western world. Totally different world. You're in a world
that does not think the way Western man thinks. We can actually measure it in miles. We
can put pins on the map and say, that's where you think Western and that's where you think
Eastern. Now that's pretty incredible if you stop and think about it.

All right, I'm going to tell you a story that there are probably not 500 people in the world who
can tell you this story. In fact, there may not be five people in the world who can tell you this
whole story. There are a few people who can tell you most of it, but I've got it all together
here. See how smart | am? Just how much did you pay for this tape? It wasn't enough. You
should have paid more. What, you borrowed it? It didn't cost you anything? You should send

some money to my grieving widow, my grieving widow is dead now, then send it to my

grieving grandson if you can find him.

Let's go to Greece. You know the word Oriental? I'm not sure if you're aware of the word

Occidental. We are Occidental. Beyond Istanbul is Oriental. Tremendous change in thinking.



The way you and | literally think. originated in the Greek world. Not Athens, but the Greek
world. And as Greece began to emerge upon the stage of history, a small group of people in
that country became very intellectual. We make the mistake of thinking that most of those
people in Greece were running around philosophizing. It's not true. Most of the people in
Greece were slaves who could not read or write. Most of the people in Greece were slaves.
A large part of them were simply merchants.

But there was a small group of thinkers and those thinkers profoundly influenced everyone in
this room and there is nothing we can do about it And if you want to try to save somebody
from thinking the way we think and it would be good to be saved from the way we think,
you're going to have to take your baby over to the hills of China somewhere and let your
baby grow up there. What? You want them to grow up in the Orient, where they have evil
spirits and demons and worship. Idols and all that stuff. Do you think the West is any better
off than that?

And so I'm going to pause and get off the subject that's already off the subject. And I'm going
to get off the subject’s subjects to get on to an off on the subject. Our Western medicine had
its roots in witchcraft. And a large part of our Christian religion, whether we like it or not, is
profoundly affected by mythology, superstition, and intellectualism that had no part in the
beginning. And | would like to remind everybody on this tape, and | said this publicly at a
conference, and | was almost asked to leave. And | don’t care whether those people threw a
fit or not. Truth is truth, is truth, is truth. If you are a Christian, you belong to an Eastern religion,
whether you like it or not.

It is an Eastern religion. So is Judaism. Hebrew faith is an Eastern religion. There's nothing
you can do to change that. It's Eastern. It's Eastern. It's Eastern. And it came to the West. And
when it got to the West, it got profoundly changed. It's an Eastern religion. I'm sorry to tell you

that it's Eastern. And if you don't like it, then go change the truth of history.

The problem with you, dear friend, who gets all excited about the fact that the Christian faith
is Eastern, is that you've been reading too many books by too many fundamentalists who
themselves cannot think because they're so narrow-minded, their ears touch, and there's no

room left for a brain.

Go back with me to Greece. And there grew up two great schools of thought in Greece. One
was the school of the Pythagoreans. You've heard of Pythagoras. The Pythagorean school.
And the other one was the lona school. I-O-N-A. lona. Yeah, it's one of the words for
Greece. The lona school. Now, Peggy, you've never heard any of this, have you? You've
never heard any of that.

Well, Peggy, you're going to be so smart when this session is over. Well, Peggy, these two
schools of thought, the Pythagorean school began with the supposition that all problems
were mathematical and that all problems could be solved by mathematics. It was erroneous.
It's never been, it's not true, but they had these great mathematical persuasions and all of

this, that, and the other. It changed some of the ideas of math came. For instance, they



figured that they could mathematically figure out the composition of gold and lead, and could
mathematically change lead into gold. And that's where alchemy came from. And this was
strongly believed right on up until the atomic bomb.

Well, anyway, it shifted and became a thinking philosophy. And here was its basic
supposition. Learn to think, and you need not observe nor do; they almost literally said,

Close your eyes and think your way through the problem.

The lona school said, observe, experiment. Experiment and observe. It is what we call the,
and the word just flew away from me, I'll get it, empirical. Oh, | got it back. Empirical.

Experiment. Observe.

Well, perhaps the saddest event in human history in the last 2,500 years is that the
Pythagorean school won out. It totally dominated, and the lona school vanished off the face
of the earth. The destruction that this caused is absolutely unbelievable. | would say most of
the problems that the Western world has had can be traced back to the fact that the

Pythagorean school won.

I'll give you one example. See, this got over into Western thought, and then it got over into
the Western church, and the Western Church passed a law that you could not cut open a
human body, that you could only think about the human body. They knew that blood
circulated in the human body from the fact that people had accidents, and they could see it
circulating, but they had to think about how it circulated; they could not observe. Now that's
one small illustration. | don't know if you know that in places it was the death penalty to cut
open the human body to dissect it and try to understand it, that there were men burned at

the stake.

And as far as the circulating of the stars in the sky and the earth, and the moon, you do not
try to figure it out or observe it; you think about it. And so men thought about it and they
wrote down what they thought. Unfortunately, those men were very intellectual and
extremely stupid. As Paul said, you got smarter and smarter and smarter, and yet your
smartness was ignorance. And you exchanged God for bugs, and your great intellectualism,
and that's exactly what happened in the Western world. They thought and thought, those
men could sit down and rationalize and speak forever on profound thoughts that would
absolutely drive you crazy with their thinking, proud and conceited, and walk out among the
slaves and the merchants, glowing with this knowledge and these profound discussions you

had, feeling you yourself was almost a god.

And it grew to be a non-religion religion. The power and ability to reason and think escalated
beyond what most of us can understand. We do not have the IQ to keep up with some of
these people and their great thinking.

Now, science died. Science died. And today, you will find science the enemy of religion.
That's a waste of time; it should never have happened. The reason that science and religion



today are enemies dates back to 500 and 600 AD. when the church literally outlawed
science, and the scientists got burned at the stake, for writing simple little treaties that
questioned the thinkers. You didn't question what the thinkers wrote. You died. And that held
forth for a thousand years in Western Europe. And we went into what is called the Dark

Ages, and we're not out of it yet.

And those of you who live here in Eastern Europe, | want you to know, that some of the
reasons for your problems today date back to the fact that you lived in the darkest part of the
dark ages for a thousand years and you were dominated by a church that believed in the
thinkers, and that knowledge was everything, and observation and experiment and

questioning were not allowed.

Now I'm going to make a profound statement. No, I'm going to make a dramatic statement,
and it is nonetheless true. If you think the Western world was not damaged by this, then let
me tell you something, | want you to listen carefully because you're going to think you
misunderstood me. If the thinkers had not won out, if the lona school had won out, if
empirical observation, just opening your eyes and looking and doing some just ordinary
everyday things like, How does the earth rotate? And doing some simple observation and
experimenting with sticks, if you please. You can figure out the earth goes around the sun

with two sticks.

If the lona school had won out, man would have gone to the moon in the year 600 AD.

How do you know that, Gene? Because of the two Bacons. Have you ever heard of the two
Bacons? Have you ever heard of Robert Bacon and Francis Bacon? You've heard of Robert
Bacon and Francis Bacon. It was Robert Bacon who reintroduced empirical to the world. It
was a lost concept. And from the day that man reintroduced observation and
experimentation into this world, to the day that Neil Anderson stepped on the moon was 600

years.

And actually, if you count it correctly and you go back to the battle between the lonians and
the Pythagoreans, it would have been around 400 AD, but let's just take from the time of
Christ, 600 AD. We should have gone to the moon, we should have been driving
automobiles up and down super highways in 600 AD. We would have if we had just kept the

practical, but we threw out the practical.

Well, who are the villains? Do you know the names of these villains? Who are these terrible
people who stole from us the ability to be practical? Do you know their names? Let's dislike
them. First of all, please, out there, everybody, dislike these men. Be my friend and don't like
these folks. Does anybody know their names? Who were the great thinkers that made, that

gave us the Western mind? And they affect your brain every day you wake up, brother.

The first one was the Socratic school. Socrates. And who was his favorite pupil? Plato. And
who was Plato's favorite student? Perhaps the brainiest brain that ever lived, or at least to
ever write, Aristotle. Have you ever written down an introduction, main point, and conclusion?



Have you ever heard anybody make a speech? They start off with an introduction, a point or

two or three, and then they come to a conclusion.

Aristotle taught you to do that. The way your brain thinks, starting when you were taught in
school and in kindergarten, before the first grade, you have been taught the Aristotelian
mind, and there ain't no way you're going to break that influence in your life. A great deal of it

leans towards knowledge.

Now, when the church took over the Roman Empire when it fell, and the church did take the
place of the Roman Empire when it fell, somewhere between 400 A.D. and 500 A.D., the
church took over, the empire fell, and nations began to form. Not an empire, but nations.

And the reason nations were founded was because when those Roman soldiers stopped
guarding the roads, the bandits came in, and you didn't dare move anywhere. And nations
and city-states developed, even travel. It was too dangerous to travel. Only the church
traveled, and people were superstitious enough to let the priest go. You didn't attack priests;
God wouldn't like you. And a few others would go with the priest, and this was most of the
traveling. And everything was, think about it, but don't question anything the church says.

And the church adopted Aristotle and Plato. It's often been said that the church baptized
Aristotle and baptized Plato and made them Christians, and their way of thinking and their

very ideas and the things they said were held almost as high as Scripture.

Now, there were men who followed the teachings of Aristotle and Plato, and they were
Christians, and what they wrote is to this day considered to be equal with Scripture. Can
you name me some of those men? Okay, let's go back early. You're absolutely correct.
Thomas Aquinas. Dionysius. Augustine. Jerome. Gregory. And I'm looking at Ambrose. And
those are the great writers, and they throw in Tertullian a little bit, and they'll even tolerate
Origen. Those were the people who affected the Christian faith.

Now, sister, I'm trying to explain something to you. You went to a training school, and they
taught you observation, interpretation, and application. And when they did that, they aimed
straight at your head without any thought of your spirit. And | don't care if it was the Bible,
and you can croak for all | care when you hear me say this, but you were taking the scripture
and eating off of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Do not think that you cannot take scripture and turn it into an intellectual feast. We have been
feasting intellectually, philosophically, on scripture since the days of Gregory the Great, and
a lot of other people | don't have time to talk to you about. And we have a Christian religion
that is as much the tree of the knowledge of good and evil as it is the tree of life. | want to
emphasize the word knowledge. You pick up a Bible, a dictionary, and everything is
Aristotelian. You pick up a theology book, and everything is systematically analyzed. Pick up

a Bible commentary, and it is full of Greek words being analyzed.

And then go to a class, a Bible class — “Well, brothers, this was written by Paul and the word



is Apostolos. Apostolos, | know this word. Apostolos means the sent one. Now, Paul was a
sent one. This meant that he was sent out. He was an apostle. Now, the word ecclesia means
assembly. It first appeared 200 years before the Christian faith when a man would walk into
the square and announce a meeting. And everybody were “called out” ones, called out of their

shops, called into the middle of the square in order to have a meeting, to make decisions.

And we are the “called out” ones of God. We have been called out of the world.” Now, that
all sounds good, but that's all you get. Just information and more information. And boy, you're
a new Christian and you're sitting there with your notebook and you're writing all this down.
That crazy. Oh, this is really good. Man, this is fantastic. This is wonderful. And it goes in one
ear. Yeah, it stops here. And then it leaks out here, it doesn't do anything for you, it's eating
fruit, that's all that God said don't eat.

I'm not telling you not to find out what Apostolos means or ecclesia means or even whether
it's feminine or masculine, it'll probably help you to know that well, brother, sister. That's
where it all stops for us. That's where it stops. And we do not know how to deal with matters
of life and spirit.

| thank God that in this room, there's been a little movement. Maybe we're all the way down
to here. Maybe every once in a while, we get all the way down to Adam's apple, here. And
hopefully we will get somewhere down here, even before this month's out. | hope the elevator
goes a little further now.

Now, I'm going to stop this. | don't want to go into that. | could talk on this for hours and hours
and hours and hours and tell you all sorts of stories, and | would show you how much
knowledge I've got. Aren't you folks impressed about how much I've eaten off of that tree?

Listen, I'm an expert at that tree. What do you think | went to the seminary for? The only thing
is that the seminary makes these men heroes. My seminary is considered, this is not a
personal opinion, this is an international opinion. The seminary | graduated from is
considered the best, greatest, and finest Protestant seminary on earth. It's not only the
largest, but the best. That's secular and in the religious world, and in the secular world, both
is judged to be the best seminary in the world. And my seminary boasts of putting out

intellectual men who are knowledgeable in all things that have to do with religion.

I'd like to give you a definition of theology. Itis a philosophical discussion of religion, and in

some ways, that's about how far we've gone.

| just want to say one other word, and that is that | haven't touched on Plato. And that's a

whole different world. I've been talking about Aristotle.

Brothers, go back home and give God's people Jesus. Don't give them what | gave you
today. | have given you information about the knowledge of good and evil in hopes that you
will come to understand the difference between your soul and your spirit, your intellect, and
the Lord's life in you.



Brothers, be careful about the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and know that most of
what God's people are getting every Sunday and through the week is knowledge. And | am
telling you behind that video camera, and I'm telling you, brothers and sisters in this room,
that the Bible study that we know today and the sermons that we hear today are basically a
Western venture into knowledge. It is not life, and it is not Christ. Be careful of the tree you
eat from. Tend the garden. Guard the garden. Walk with the Lord in the cool of the day, and
be careful what you eat.

God's people will look like they're enjoying knowledge of Scripture for about two years. And
after that, they'll quit going because it gets boring and dead and there's no real nutrition in it.
And that's when we've introduced the law out of our failure to introduce life, and you did not

get life and joy from the law nor knowledge. You got it from an indwelling Lord.

Now | felt it was important to talk to you about this because you need to wake up to the fact
that you are a westerner, that you are a son of Aristotle, and do the best you can for the rest

of your life to not live up to that terrible fact.

We're still in Genesis, we're in chapter 2, verse 9, and this is our first bump into things that
are not God's eternal purpose. | think we need to know what's not as well as what is, but let's

remain centered on what is.



