
It’s the 15th day of August 1993, the year of our Lord, in a basement somewhere near Warrenton, 

VA. Nobody knows exactly where. There is a group of about 15 or 20 people here. Last night there 

were 45, and when the meeting was over, there were three. I never had such an exodus in my life. 

I was bruised in my pride forever and forever. (laughter) I'm going to try not to look up and find 

out who said that.  

This story probably begins in Rome, and I believe it was Claudius who told all the Jews to leave 

Rome, and Priscilla and Aquila were Jews, and they were probably Christians there in Rome, but 

the church ended, and they moved to Corinth, and on Paul's second journey, church planting trip, 

he stops in Corinth, the fourth of the four churches he plants, and he meets them, and there grows 

up between them a relationship that is really precious. If we did not have Priscillas and Aquilas, 

we wouldn't have a church. These are two really magnificent people. You don't know anything 

about them. I don't know anything about them. They gave their lives to a brother who'd given his 

life to the Lord, and they worked with him.  

And he asks them to go to Ephesus while he goes home to Antioch. And they move to Ephesus 

and open up a tent-repairing shop and infiltrate the synagogue. Now, that's exactly what they did. 

They got in there and met all the Jews, who were really good Jews in the synagogue, and got to 

know all the people who were probably seekers. Probably these people were sheep stealers, in 

other words. Invited folks to their home and handed out a book entitled "How to Meet Under the 

Headship of Jesus Christ." They talked about their experiences in Corinth and all of those things.  

Paul went home, rested a bit, and actually went down to Jerusalem and visited it. And the sentence 

is always overlooked. It's a trip he made to Jerusalem that you can't even notice; the word 

'Jerusalem' isn't there. The only way you can know it is Jerusalem is that it says he went and he 

went up and greeted the brothers and then came down to Antioch. And the only way you know is 

because up always meant Jerusalem. Go up and go to Jerusalem. Came back home to Antioch. 

Stayed there a while and then made two separate plans at the same time. He planned his third trip 

and his fourth trip simultaneously. He made that fourth trip, but not the way he planned it.  

He probably wrote two letters to all the churches. One letter said, "Send me Titus and Timothy 

and send me Gaius and Aristarchus and Secundus." Those were brothers from different churches, 

and have them go with me to Ephesus.  

So, he made a lot of preparations on his third trip that he did not make on his first and second. 

They were very spontaneous. And here's the other thing he did. He wrote those eight little gentile 

churches and asked them, "Is there anyone there who would volunteer to move to Rome?" And he 

got the jump on the Jews because the Jews couldn't go back to Rome, but a Gentile could. And he 

asked them if they would consider going to Rome and beginning the church all over. It would have 

been a Paulinian church, uncircumcised Gentiles instead of Jews this time. He had a good reason 

for that. Let me just pause here and tell you something. By the time Paul died, he probably had 

around 15 or 20 churches planted, maybe 25 between himself and those young men. Maybe they 

had gotten it all the way up to 30, but they were in the major cities and on the major arteries of the 



Roman Empire. And here is something you'll find in your Bible, but you find it in 1st and 2nd 

Peter. You just don't know it.  

Those 15, 20, 25 churches changed the course of history, because in 70 AD, when Titus, the son 

of the emperor, leveled Jerusalem and began slaughtering people out in the villages and towns 

around, those people fled out of Judea, and every time they hit a big city, they had to go join a 

gentile church started by Paul of Tarsus. And that actually saved the gospel. They had to go join 

those uncircumcised people. And that's a commendation to both of them, that the Gentiles had 

something going, and the Jews were finally willing to sit down with someone that unclean. 

If you'll read 1st and 2nd Peter really carefully, especially 2nd Peter, you'll understand that those 

were two letters written by Peter, dictated probably to Mark, sent out to all those Christians and 

all those churches. Read it from that viewpoint; it'll be very interesting. Paul won. He was dead, 

but he won. Had his head cut off, but he won anyway. He didn't know he was going to win. And 

getting the church in Rome built by Gentiles, getting there ahead of the Jews, was one of those 

turning points. 

So, he asks some young men who are going to become young church planters, and he asks some 

brave, wonderful Christians in these Gentile churches to pick up and move to the very unhappy 

city of Rome…unless they were rich. Now, he gets with these young men, and he starts toward 

Ephesus, and Priscilla and Aquila are there waiting. Everything is exciting, and something very 

unusual occurs. Before they even get into the city, there are a bunch of John the Baptist disciples. 

Does anybody remember how many there were? I think it gives the number; 12 or 13 of them. He 

preached the gospel to them. They were all baptized with the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues. 

These people are obviously not Baptists, even if they are followers of the Baptist. Baptists don't 

do these things. Anyway, they're the first converts.  

Now, two of those might have begun to be Tychicus and Trophimus. I don't think so because it's 

Greek names, but it could have been. Anyway, soon after their arrival, perhaps led to Christ by 

Priscilla and Aquila, are Tychicus and Trophimus. All this has to do with the book of Ephesians, 

by the way. He stays two years and raises up the church there, and then he begins to go around. I 

think he makes a trip to Corinth, goes back to Ephesus, and goes back into the environ there and 

takes these young men out into the towns and villages, and they probably plant the church of 

Philadelphia and two or three other nearby churches mentioned in Revelation that are very near 

the city of Ephesus. 

And sometimes while he is there, the new emperor, I don't know which one it is. The new emperor 

lets the Jews come back in, and this is just about the time all those Gentiles are headed for Rome. 

And Paul says to Priscilla and Aquila, "Drop everything. You're going to move again. Take off for 

Rome. Get you a big house and let the church meet in Rome in your home.”  

Now, brothers and sisters, to me, this simple story I've told you up to now just drips with the heart 

of the first-century believers; people willing to move. Oh my gosh, I didn't realize how appropriate 



that was to warn them. So, I'll say it again. People willing to move. I didn't mean to do that. You'll 

never believe me. Maybe it was subconscious. People willing to move. People are all willing to 

move. Give up their homes and their families…getting better by the minute…their jobs, the place 

they want to move to, or would like to move to, and go somewhere where none of them have any 

homes or roots for families.  

They meet there with Priscilla and Aquila, and it must have been wonderful, but that's not really 

the thing that…and this really does blow my mind; these are the things I discovered when I was 

29 years old, when I rewrote the story of the first-century church. And it's always been so sacred 

to me. I've got a mental block. Put it in the book. I really do. Not a real mental block to finish that 

book, as obviously.  

I want you to look at the church in Rome; there were, say, four great churches in the first two 

centuries. Jerusalem, Antioch, Ephesus, and Rome. Rome really was a wonderful place. We think 

today of what it became, but can you imagine a church in which the cream of the crop of Paul's 

ministry, we're going to call them laymen, go to a city? And every one of them has a different 

experience to bring. Every one of them has different songs they sing. Every one of them has 

different testimonies. All of them: different languages, different backgrounds, different cultures, 

and they come to the melting pot of the world, making New York and America look like child's 

play.  

Every tongue, tribe, and nation on earth lived in Rome. In fact, by that time, the Italians themselves 

were a small minority in that city. The population of the town was probably a million, and well 

over half the people there, including the slaves, were born outside of Italy. There were people we'd 

call Turks today there. There were Jews who had come back in. Egyptians were there. The 

Phoenicians were there. They were from all over. The Germans were there. They were all there. 

Of course, the Germans and the Anglos were being auctioned off as slaves, but they were there. 

And this church, which is a polyglot, and I think it was a very rich place.  

Now, the same is true of the young men who come with Paul to Ephesus. Each one comes from a 

different church. Two brothers from Thessalonica. And each can tell the others of their experiences 

and learn from them. And I was 29 years old when I saw all this, and I was becoming an ex-

evangelist and recognizing the fact that this is not what we are today, and seeing very clearly the 

church. And now I am old and pious and holy and should be revered by now.  That was Miriam 

over there who laughed like that, folks, if you're wondering who did that. And yet I think, well, 

maybe if God is good to me and lets me live to be 90, I might yet pull those eight men out of those 

churches. And I want you here in Warrington to know that I am fully capable of asking one or two 

of you to move to Rome. Boy, if you don't know that, you don't know who I am. And you don't… 

you underestimate me. I'll do it in the blink of an eye if I feel that you're capable and ready and 

have a contribution.  

Now, I don't have any plans for Rome; honest to Pete, I don't, and I don't have any for New 

York, which is the Rome of our age. But there are other cities, and there are other places I would 



do it. But that means that you would have a heart to say yes before I would ask you. I just want 

you to know that that's the kind of person I am and that's the kind of person I expect you to be. 

And I expect you to be that, not because I've asked you to or threatened you with God, but because 

you just will become that kind of person. That's just who you'll be. That you'll care for him and his 

house that much.  

Now, I'm still working on the book of Ephesians. Let's go back to that time now when Paul entered 

the city of Ephesus. And now I pose a question, and this question is important to me. Paul has 

raised up eight churches in a period of four years' worth of travel. Eight churches. Now he's going 

to spend four years raising one. So, I'm going to lay the church in Ephesus aside; that doesn't count. 

I want to go back to those four churches and ask again. What in the name of heaven did that man 

declare to those people? Walk into a town; nobody there has ever heard the name Jesus Christ. 

Probably don't know many Jews, and if they do, they just saw them on the street. Kind of funny-

looking folk. Never heard of Abraham. Four months from the day he walks in, maybe five months. 

Let's make it six. That's not possible because he had to travel. That'd be two churches in a year, six 

months each. Say it was six months. What can a man do with some blood-drinking heathen in five 

or six months that he can walk out and leave them, stay gone two years, come back a week, and 

stay gone for four years? That's seven months at best in six years. What was that gospel? I've 

wanted to know that my whole life.  

Now, let me eliminate all the books that could possibly help us. 1st and 2nd Thessalonians don't 

work because he's actually in those two books talking about something he forgot to mention when 

he was in Thessalonica. So, actually, you can say there are two things he probably didn't talk a 

whole lot about, and those were the second coming and the resurrection. He left that out. He had 

to write letters about it because he had left so much of it out. It's not 1st and 2nd Corinthians that 

have what Paul said because he's dealing with a church two or three years old that's all hopped up 

on tongues, and it's got immorality in the church, and they're getting drunk at the Lord's supper. 

These are not Paul's five messages. It's not Philippians because it's written to a church that's several 

years old, dealing with their particular situation.  

It's not the book to the four churches in Galatia, but there might be a little of it in there because 

he's having to repeat some of the things he told them in the first place. But, per se, it's not the book 

of Galatians that's written to churches that are four years old. If we will ever know what he said to 

those people, the Christ he delivered to those people, we will find it in the book of Romans, the 

book of Colossians, and the book we call Ephesians. And that's the only place we can possibly find 

it, if we are ever to know, because the book of Romans was written to a church he had never seen, 

and so were Colossians and so was Ephesians.  

Now, here we go. We've come into Ephesus. Paul preaches. He's got eight young men with him. 

He rents a house from Tyrannius, and he holds forth there. Later, he goes out into the community. 

Now, let me tell you a couple of things that happened. About 110 miles away is a little bitty town 

with about 5,000 people in it. It used to be well-to-do, but it's kind of like the United States; it's on 



the decline. It's in its eclipse. However, there is a well-to-do man who lives there, and for some 

reason, we do not know, he comes to Ephesus during this time, and either Priscilla, Aquila, or 

Paul, or someone else, leads him to Christ.  Now remember, Tychicus and Trophimus are natives 

of the city of Ephesus. Try to keep that in mind, would you? Now, what's this man's name? What's 

his name? His name is Philemon. And while in Ephesus, he bought a slave. And he said, "I paid 

$2,000 for you, that’s more than I paid for my car; you'd better turn a profit. I'm going to call you 

profitable." And he takes him back home. Well, here is a Christian going back to his home in 

Colossae. Somewhere in the same process, there is someone named Epaphroditus who gets saved. 

He's also from Colosse. I think he's not in Colosse. He gets saved in Ephesus, and my best guess 

is that he probably stayed there in one of the churches.  

The four years are up. Paul leaves. He keeps a very close touch with these eight young men, but 

we only find that out by accident. Titus takes him with him to Jerusalem. Aristarchus, we know, 

went to several places around, as did Timothy, and we'll catch up with some of these men in a 

minute. Paul goes to Jerusalem, and the guy who’s the Christian who wrote the book of Galatians 

proves that he is a man who has no principles whatsoever. He shaves his head and goes to the 

temple to sacrifice, but it doesn't do any good. The young Jew he went with happened to favor 

Titus, and they thought that he was Titus, and with your head shaved, that's a good, reasonable 

mistake.  He almost gets himself killed. He ends up in prison for a couple of years in Caesarea 

Philippi. He knows that he's about to get returned for a trial in Jerusalem, and he calls out the 

honors and privileges of being an American: I want to be tried in Rome. So, by his Roman 

citizenship, he gets to go to Rome. Luke goes with him and writes this long narrative about a boat 

trip, and I resent that boat trip. Why didn't you spend that much time telling me about Galatia, 

Greece, Macedonia, and Ephesus? But anyway, we learn a whole lot about that boat trip. It gives 

us one idea of how hazardous it was for Paul to travel.  

Paul comes to Rome as a prisoner, and he's met on the Appian Way, at, is it three taverns or three 

lanterns? Three taverns. It's three taverns. When he gets to Rome, Aristarchus has come to join 

him. Timothy has come to join him. Out of who knows where, Demas has come to join him. We 

don't even know who this brother is. And Tychicus is there waiting for him. And if Tychicus is 

there, you can pretty well bet that Trophimus is there. So, at least five of those brothers are there. 

Ain't that exciting? I mean that you don't know what that does to me. Paul's in jail. Rome is big. 

We've covered Asia Minor. Italy, here we come. We're going to be with our brother. That's 

beautiful.  

Paul is chained to a guard, but he has a house he's rented. The church meets, and people come into 

his home; he talks to them. I think this is a beautiful, beautiful story. It really gives the flavor of 

the heart of God's people. And all those folks in Romans 16, they're all there. What a reunion. 

Folks from all the gentile churches, including Priscilla and Aquila, as well as about half of the 

young workers.  And I think Acts closes by saying, it closes with Paul there in that house prison. 

Probably closed because someone knocked on Luke's door, arrested him, took him out, and killed 

him. That's about as far as you got the book written. But here's the rest of the story.  



Our friend Epaphras, who got saved in Ephesus, goes home. The same town Philemon is from, 

and Onesimus is there. And Epaphras, who really is my second favorite Christian in all the New 

Testament, I love this brother. He goes home to this jerkwater town, and he raises up the church. 

It's a brand-new church, meeting in Philemon’s home, and Onesimus is sitting over there in the 

back. I want to describe Onesimus to you. You've met him. He's a person who never says a word, 

but he is always looking and always thinking. He's waiting on Philemon. He's looking, and nobody 

knows what's smoldering inside of him.  

Well, Epaphras does a great job raising up this church, and then he goes over to Hierapolis and 

preaches the gospel, and the church is raised up there, and then he goes over to Laodicea. Now, 

don't pick on Laodicea yet; you can do that later. Right now, it's a well-to-do town like Warrenton, 

and he preaches the gospel there and a group of Christians are there, and he does what every young 

man does, he runs out of soap. And he's also telling them about Paul and he's telling them about 

how the church in Ephesus was born and somebody in the meeting says, Well why don't you go to 

Rome and see if Paul got there safely and how he's doing and bring back a report. Maybe Paul can 

give you some more help so you can take us on further. Well, maybe he can send one of those 

young men up there to come back here and help us.  

Saints, this is not a story. What it is, it's what should become our story. This is the way of it. 

Epaphras takes off to Rome, and his trail leads him right through one of the most beautiful churches 

in the first century and that's the church in Philippi. We have a book called Philippians. And he 

gets to Philippi, and he talks to those people. He preaches to them, and they love him, and Lydia 

just falls in love with him. She's kind of in charge of the church in Philippi. Don't ever think 

differently. And they help him get to Rome. They send him on. This is the most giving of all the 

churches. This is what they do. They give and they send him on his way, and they really want him 

to come back through on his way home. What nobody knows is that Onesimus – profitable - on 

the day Epaphras left, he sneaks out the window, steals some money from Philemon, and he 

follows Epaphras. And when Epaphras finally arrives in Rome, lo and behold, here's Onesimus.  

Now, Paul listens to Epaphras and puts him to work. I don't know what he does, but I want you to 

know that I think Paul sees an Epaphras, more than anybody else, the next generation. He puts that 

brother to work in Rome and he leads Onesimus to Jesus Christ, and Onesimus really gets saved 

well and he waits on Paul hand in foot. He is there; he is eager; he starts talking. He starts praising 

the Lord and he becomes something that Paul just grows to totally depend on him. 

Epaphras says, “Would you please write saints in Colossae, Hierapolis and Laodicea a letter?" So 

he sits down, he writes the letter, and it's called the book of Colossians. He writes it to the 

Colossians. Then he's going to send the Epaphras and Onesimus home, all the way from Rome, 

through Philippi, back down to Colossae in Asia Minor. And then he writes another letter and I'm 

going to tell you the name of it. It's called 2nd Colossians, and it did not get the name Ephesians 

until about 400 AD. And the reason he got that is because he did not write out to the church in 

Colossae number two. He just said to the church in and left it blank. He said, "Now, Epaphras 



when you get back home, make copies of this and send it over to Hierapolis and Laodicea along 

with a copy of the letter I've written to Colossae." And it remained blank; it was a circuit letter. 

And somewhere along the way, it was very poorly and tragically called the Ephesians letter. It was 

not. It was written to a new church that had never seen its face.  

So, Paul takes these two letters, wraps them up in leather and wax and then Epaphras gets deathly 

ill. Now, it's my opinion that he was probably planning on sending Tychicus with Epaphras, and 

Tychicus was going to Paul's place to strengthen those churches and help mature them. Now, 

Epaphras is sick, and remember where did Tychicus come from? He's from Asia Minor himself. 

Actually, from the city of Ephesus. He's a reasonable person sent down there. Probably knows the 

Colosse dialect. So, he says, "Tychicus, I hate to do this to you, but Epaphras is about to die, and 

pass through Philippi and take these letters and read them to the church." Oh, by the way, Tychicus, 

I want you to do something else for me. I want you to deliver a letter to my good friend Philemon. 

And it's the funniest letter in all the Bible. I'm going to read it to you. You want to hear it? This is 

so funny.  

Now, here it is. Onesimus is scared to death that he's going to get whipped or killed. Now Paul led 

Philemon to the Lord. Onesimus has been in Rome with the church; he's a Christian and he's just 

become the servant of Paul Tarsus. And now Tychicus is taking this slave back home. The slave 

is scared. Tychicus is a little nervous, Paul's a little nervous. And if you want to get some insight 

into the cunning of this Jew, then just listen to this. This is the funniest thing in the world.  

Now you're Philemon. You have been led to Christ by Paul, and here's your slave, come back 

saved, and on fire for the Lord. And I'm going to paraphrase this thing. Paul a prisoner, by the way 

I'm in prison, Philemon, and Timothy is with me, and my beloved brother and fellow worker 

Philemon, I want to talk to you a little bit about this and, uh, grace to you and so I thank God, 

always making mention of you in my prayers. Gee whiz, that's really wonderful, Paul prays for 

me, that's nice, dear beloved ancient Paul; because I hear of your love: you're a very loving brother. 

Add of your faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus Christ and toward ALL of the holy ones. 

That would probably include ALL of the holy ones.  

And I pray that the fellowship of your faith may become productive through the knowledge of 

every good thing which is in you for Christ's sake. I'm appealing to the deepest instincts of your 

being here, Philemon. For I have come to have much joy and comfort in you, in your love, because 

the hearts of all the holy ones have been refreshed through you, brother. I have no idea what that 

means, but I have the notion that Philemon has probably been a very great help to Paul's ministry 

somewhere along the way and to others in need.  

Therefore, though I have enough confidence in Christ to order you to do that which is proper, I'm 

not going to order you to do it. Philemon says, "What? Do what? Order me? What were you going 

to order me to do here? But you're not going to do it. I have that right, that place, to order you to 

do that, which is proper. What are you talking about? What's proper here?” Philemon must be a 

nitwit. Yet for love's sake, not to order you, but for love's sake, which I've already mentioned three 



or four times in this letter, for love's sake, I would rather appeal to you. Okay, thank you, Paul. 

What are you appealing to me for? Since I am such a person as Paul the aged in prison and now 

also a prisoner of Jesus Christ, I appeal to you that, for my child…I got a child, the only kid I ever 

had. I have a little kid here. He's my own child. And Philemon, I'm appealing to you. This is my 

little, my little child. My child. He has made Onesimus his own. I appeal to you for my child. I'm 

pleading with you, who owns my child, okay, now listen to this. Whom I have begotten; I gave 

birth. I may be a male, but this is my child, and I gave birth to him while I was in prison. I speak 

to you of “Profitable”, who formerly was useless and unprofitable…this is a play on words…to 

you. Who wasn't any good to you anyway. But now he has become profitable. He has become 

Onesimus finally to me and to you.  

And now this is where it starts really getting good. And I have sent him back to you in person. No, 

I didn't send him back to you. What I'm sending to you is my heart. I'm sending you, brother, my 

child, love, not going to order you, appeal to you, in love, my child begotten in prison; now, I'm 

sending back my heart to you, sending my son to you. I wanted to keep him right here in Rome to 

help me and I really needed him, and I knew that you really wouldn't care if I did that, for he is 

helping me for my being in prison for the gospel's sake, but I couldn't do it without your consent. 

Then I did not want to do anything that was not out of your goodness, and not compulsion. I want 

you to do whatever you're going to do out of your own free will. I wouldn't pressure you for 

nothing. Perhaps it is for this reason that he is parted from you for a while, that you should have 

him back forever, as no longer a slave.  

Man, what a hint. But more than a slave; a beloved brother. Here he comes. Philemon, my son, out 

of my imprisonment, I'm giving him back to you, but not as a slave. Do you get the point that's 

building up here? This whole letter is nothing but one outrageous hint. Especially since he is more 

than a slave and he is a brother, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and now in the Lord, 

how much more he is to you. If then, you regard me as a partner, accept him as you would accept 

me. Treat him like he was Paul. The slave - treated him like he was Paul. But if he has stolen 

anything from you or wronged you or owes you anything, send me the bill. I implore you now. 

Send me the bill. I'll pay for it. Oh, I want you to know that I've just taken the pen out of the hand 

of the guy I'm dictating this to. I'm writing it with my own hand. I'm writing it. You'll recognize 

my scribble. If Onesimus owes you anything, send me the bill. And I'll pay for it, but I will not 

mention, I'm not going to mention what I'm about to mention, that you owe me your very soul.  

I wrote a letter like this to the brothers in Beaumont, and they didn't have the sense to catch on. I 

did; it was a Philemon letter; I even told them it was and they. Yes, brother Philemon. Let me 

benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart. Make me happy here, will you? Having confidence 

in you and in your obedience…remember, I would not order you, I'd only ask you…but I have 

confidence in you. In your obedience, I write to you since I know that you will do even more than 

what I haven't asked. You're going to do more than anything I've mentioned in this letter. Oh, this 

is outrageous. And at the same time also prepare me a room for I have hope that I will be given to 

you soon.  



Now, can you imagine Philemon going into one of his guest rooms and fixing that room to receive 

Paul while he's thinking about this letter and knowing that Paul is going to be in his home, in a few 

weeks, maybe? Anyway, Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Jesus Christ, greets you as do these other 

people - that's the letter that Tychicus took with him along with 1st Colossians and 2nd Colossians 

and Philippi, along with this prisoner in hand, and he says hello, I'm on my way back to the area 

where I was born, and where I got saved there in Ephesus. I've got three letters here. One of them 

is for a fellow named Philemon. He's some rich guy in Colossae. I got this slave here with me, but 

most of all, I got bad news. There's a good chance that Epaphras is dead by now. And the church 

is shocked. He was running a terrible fever. The doctor, Luke, looked at him and said, "There's 

very little hope." And they're so upset, so concerned. They just fell in love with this brother. And 

Tychicus stays there, as the brothers do when they travel, ministers to them for a while. The church 

in Philippi is refreshed. Lydia says to Tychicus, "Is there any hope he's alive?" Oh, yeah. There's 

always that possibility. Tychicus takes his slave and heads out for Colossae.  

And Lydia probably asked some brother or sister in the church in Philippi to go to Rome and find 

out if Epaphras is alive or dead. And when someone goes to Rome, you can bet your life, read the 

Philippian letter, that she sent a gift to Paul. That's what the church in Philippi did. And Paul 

receives the messenger, and he grabs a pen. It's the last letter he ever writes to a church. And he 

says, "Greetings to you." He writes his letter. He learns from this person, this messenger, that there 

are a couple of sisters in the church in Philippi who are having fights with one another, and this is 

the last thing you'll read in the letter. But keep the whole letter in mind when you read that because 

a lot of what he says is addressed to those two sisters. If you're going to read a letter of Paul, always 

read the last few lines. You'll learn a lot.  

Anyway, he says, "I'm so sorry you heard Epaphras may be dead. I'm not only here to report to 

you that he's in great shape; I'm sending him to you to work among you and to work there in 

Macedonia. And Epaphras, now recovered from a heavy fever and a dreadful disease, then leaves 

Rome with a letter. It's going to Philippi and it's going to the church. It's the Philippian church and 

he sends Epaphras. I really wish I knew what happened to Epaphras. I've always believed that he 

was Paul's greatest student. Paul has some of the most lavish words he ever wrote for Epaphras, 

even more than for Timothy.  

Okay, let’s tell you a little bit about the end of that story. Let's go now with Tychicus and Philemon. 

You know about Tychicus and Onesimus. You know what happens when Tychicus gets there and 

gives the letter to Philemon. We’ve got to believe that Philemon is not so numb in his skull, but 

that he does what he frees, makes him a brother, and she'll do more than I ask and prepare me a 

room. Paul never got to sleep in that room. Tychicus comes to a town he's probably never been in, 

but to a culture familiar to him with two letters, and it's those two letters that I believe give us more 

clear insight into what Paul of Tarsus said to a new church than anything else.  

And brother Ron, I hope you won't forget what you've heard here today, because this is not 

just a story. I'm going to tell you what else it is. It's a totally different mind than what we had, a 



totally different flavor. And this is what really happened. And this is the way things were. And this 

is how things took place among the churches. And this is the way they live. This is church life. 

This is churches and workers. This is not all I want to tell you, because I really want you to meet 

the Colossian Christians. I want you to know how they felt when they opened that letter, who they 

were, and what they looked like, but I also don't want you to walk out on me today. So, I'm going 

to stop here. Just do this with me.  

We have a meeting and we're Colossians. We're Colossian people. And thank God, we've got a 

decent place to meet; it's in Philemon’s home. Just every time I think about that, I give a sigh of 

relief because I know what most of those people live in. And I don't have to imagine this awful, 

awful, dreadful, dark, filthy place for the church to meet in. Thank God for Philemon. I don't know 

how you felt about him, but I'm very grateful for this brother, frankly. But I want you to see what's 

in that room. It's mostly slaves. And who's not slaves are poor. And there may be a Jew or two 

sitting around. There may be one or two Greek merchants, Philemon, and one or two of his better-

to-do friends. Thank the Lord. Most of the people in that room don't belong in that room. They are 

poorer than we could ever imagine.  

And when I come back, I'm going to tell that story again, and then we're going to get into 

Colossians 2, book two, 2nd book of Colossians. Tychicus tells them all about what happened to 

Paul after he left Ephesus, about the riot in Jerusalem, about the trial in Caesarea Philippi, about 

this gosh-awful trip he made across the Mediterranean during the Etesian winds, about his being 

met at three taverns, and about his imprisonment, about the soldier that keeps him in prison there, 

tells him about how the church in Rome is doing. Tells about how Epaphras got sick and how he 

came without Epaphras, and he really regrets that. But hopefully, if Epaphras lives, he lives. 

Well, that takes all evening, and half the people got up and walked out on Tychicus while he was 

giving the report. So, they called another meeting. I didn't know this till last night. This is new 

news to me, and they meet and he reads the letter to them, and it begins this way, and this is where 

we will end.  

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the holy ones who are at Colosse and who 

are faithful in Christ Jesus. We're going to go through this thing until you'll think there's not another 

book in the whole Bible, until we drown in it and joy in it and praise in it and thank God in it. And 

always remember that if you fall in love with Him enough, I might ask you to move somewhere. 

And brothers and sisters, that's all there is to that story, except to get to know the brothers and 

sisters in Colossae a little better.  

As believers, if this is all the consciousness we have, we end up being Calvin and Arminius, and 

we end up being theologians, and we end up fighting over the things that we can see and 

understand, which really kind of makes us blind. If we are going to be believers the way we ought 

to be believers, we have to break the chain. Even if we only break it by faith, we've got to break 

that chain. Okay, that's number one. I'm going to be number two. Now, are you okay so far? Okay.  



In the eternals, there is a second way of viewing things. In the eternals, there is the arrow going to 

the future and the arrow going to the past, and that which is past is still alive, and that which is 

future is still alive. Hawkins, in his book A Brief History of Time, said that when the Big Bang 

occurred, we think we're part of the explosion and are still expanding outward, and that time is 

unfolding. He said that's not true. All of time came into existence, past, present, and future. I cannot 

possibly comprehend that, but boy, I tell you, Paul did. In Ephesians, Paul will speak of the past 

as though it's present, the present as though it's past, and the future as though it's already come. 

Nobody else in the world does that, but Christians did in the first century; we don't today. And it's 

why our gospel is so pivotal, one of the many reasons it's so pivotal, but one of the big ones. And 

we're not invited out of space and time, and we should be.  

So, the Eternals see that all of time came into existence at once. I don't know exactly what the 

angels know, but I have a feeling that at least the past is very present with them, and they have a 

sense that there is a conclusion to that which is the future. And if they didn't have that sense, they 

had it the day Christ died and three days later when he rose again; there were too many things 

happening there that were conclusions to past, present, and future. Everything, all lines, past, 

present, and future, all lines intersect in Jerusalem in those three days. You and I are there; 

everything is there. Everything comes…I was going to say back to that place…but future to that 

place, past to that place, and present to that place. It gets really fun to try to use the English 

language and explain these things.  

If we then come to the third way that time is seen, we come to a point where language will not do 

us any good. Now the brothers and sisters in this room have all seen me discuss this, and you need 

to know this, but you need to know more than know it. You need to live in it or at least touch it 

from time to time. You have got to do that every once in a while.  I'm going to take a moment and 

try to show it to you, and then I'm going to step out of that, and we're going to look through the 

eyes of God. For us to try to comprehend this, we have to understand Colossians chapter 2, which 

says, "All things are created in Christ." Which means that our Lord, as He really envelops earth's 

view of time and envelops heaven's view of time and eternity, that He, and this is so weak and so 

inaccurate, if He envelops all creation, then He stands at the beginning and the end at the same 

time, and the end is no different to Him than the beginning. But that's really me trying to explain 

something to you; now I'm going to tell you the way it really is.  

The way it really is, is when He created everything, He created it all at the same time. There's only 

one word that'll ever help us, and that word is “now.” Everything that is creation that is not God is 

now, in Him. There is an ever-going, never-changing “now.” The time we're in right now is no 

different for Him than time that has not been born, time that has already been born, died, and 

disappeared. He does not see any uniqueness to this Sunday, August 15th, 1993. Everything is 

happening right now. Everything is as it shall be, and it's all now.  I am at this moment rising from 

the grave 2,000 years ago. I am at this moment ascending through the clouds with Christ 2,000 

years ago, right this moment. And right at this moment, I am in Christ before the foundation of the 



ages, being chosen by Him, according to the Edwardian theory, based on the fact that He is, I am 

also now in Christ at the end of the ages, and I made it.  

Now, what's so difficult about that is even if I comprehend that, there is one thing I cannot 

comprehend, and that is that I cannot comprehend the eyes of God when He sees me and when He 

looks at me and when He looks at you and we can't see this, and I just I struggle so much to 

communicate this to you. When He sees you, and I'm going to use the word me, but don't look at 

me when you hear me say that; look at you. Take your me. Would you take your me in hand for a 

moment?  

When He sees me, He is incapable of seeing me anywhere, but somewhere in the deepest recesses 

of His Son, the only place He can view me. And He finds me in His everlasting now, at the same 

time, completed and finished, coming back into Him. Ephesians 1:9, toward administration, when 

He shall bring all things back into Christ and restore them in Him. Well, that's my view. In God's 

view, this administration was, is, and ever shall be, is taking place constantly. So that I am being 

brought back into Him; I am already brought back into Him. I was in Him, and I am once more 

being in Him before the foundation of the ages. And in some way, through the eyes of my Lord, 

all this is taking place now, now, now.  

Now, here I have a sister who is locked and chained and fettered to time in Warrenton, Virginia, 

and is so taken up with herself; so self-centric. And I'm not picking on you; all the sisters who stay 

home are this way. And all the sisters who work at their jobs are like this. And all the sisters who 

are either at home, at work, traveling, or somewhere else in this place. And all the brothers, of 

course, live in the heavens. All the brothers are caught at the police station or trying to get 

somebody to pay for a lease, or they're sitting there watching somebody live or die. And we're very 

caught in this.  We need not only liberation into the graces of our Lord; we need a few moments 

of respite from this whole gory mess we're caught in when we step outside of ourselves and leave 

our skins on this planet and step back into Christ. Hallelujah. Where there is no time and there is 

no space, and in fact, there is no us. We have a few minutes of liberty, liberation, liberation from 

even existing. We come back to find ourselves as we really are. What are we? We're scattered 

across eternity, that's what we are. We're a giblet that's scattered from one end of eternity to the 

other. Always in the deepest recesses of Christ.  

Now, sister, I have answered your question, and I have answered it better than you have ever heard 

in all your life, and better than almost every believer who has ever lived from the second century 

to this hour. I've answered that question better. It needs to be preached, and this is just a 

foundational drop in the bucket. It needs to be declared in its totality and all of its riches from one 

end of this earth to the other. We are the inheritance of Christ, of which He is looking forward to 

so much; getting the greatest thing He could inherit, which is you. And I need to stand in that noble 

place and see myself as the most exciting thing that ever happened to Jesus Christ.  

I need to stand in that precious holy place, lost somewhere in light beyond light, or purity beyond 

purity, and find myself in my original condition when I was in Christ before the foundation of the 



ages, while I'm at the same time in that same rich wonderful glorious moment at the end of the 

consuming of everything, when we end the view to an administration and come to the 

administration, when all things are gathered up and brought back into Him, and things are as they 

used to be because what used to be and what will be and what is are all presently now. And you 

are the benefactor, and you are the richest of this whole drama. Hallelujah. Praise the Lord. And 

say, "Praise the Lord." 


