(Continued from Part 1)

The Lord Jesus Christ was against, totally against, being crucified. He was utterly opposed to it.
Don't ever think any other way. You'll lose something if you think any other way. He didn't want
it. He was afraid of it and on the verge of rejecting it. I'm not going to say He dug in, but I'm going
to tell you this. He had a strong opinion about it, and He had a will concerning it. His opinion was:
let's not do it. And His will was: let's not do it. Let's not have me crucified. Therefore, He gave
you permission not to want it or like it. You have that permission. It's been granted to you by the
Son of God. You're not supposed to look pretty when dealing with that, but He yielded to it. He
did what I began this message with. He accepted it, utterly, totally, absolutely, 100% completely
as being from His Father. He acknowledged that the crucifixion was planned for Him before the
foundation of the world, and He yielded.

Now, brother, you've got some dealing to do in your life. You've got to go get your Gethsemane,
and you've got to come up to the same conclusion, and you've got to yield and go back through it
all and say, “That was You, Father. It's okay. That was you, Father. It's okay. I was crucified.”
Have you been crucified? Have you? Somewhere, you've got to yield. Do you know why Jesus
Christ was crucified? And if this doesn't rock your boat, you got a pretty steady boat. Do you know
why Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who has lived in eternity past with the Father, was
crucified by the will of the Father? Do you know why? Does anybody want to make a guess? I'm
sorry. What did you say? It's a mystery. I'm not making this part of salvation.

I will tell you why He did it. He did it because the Father willed that Jesus Christ be crucified,
because Jesus Christ needed it. Gene, do you have a verse to back that up? Yes, I have a verse to
back that up. He was crucified that He might have something He did not have. He was crucified
that He might learn obedience. That was something He did not have, and He needed it. I don't have
the words for it. When all things are in yieldedness, when all things are wrapped in yieldedness,
everything you yield to, not many believers have ever had the privilege of walking there. Whatever
it is or however bad it gets, you are in a state of yieldedness. Nothing can hit you, and nothing can
hurt you, and you don't need glory days. The good days and the bad days are the same because we
yielded. That's it.

There was one thing in the Lord's life that wasn't yielded. He didn't want to be crucified... and He
yielded to crucifixion. When He yielded to crucifixion, there wasn't anything bigger than that. And
when you have yielded to the worst thing that ever happened, and there's nothing any bigger. May
the spirit of the living God help you and call you to understand what I just said. There was purpose,
and there was duty, the day you got crucified. Can you understand that and go back to Gethsemane
now? And agree to the choreography. Agree with the people who are standing out there, the ones
who got cast in the drama. Agree to your friends having forsaken you. Agree to the blood and the
gore. Agree to the mallet, the nail, and the wood. Agree to the infamy. Agree to the loss of your
reputation for the rest of your life. Agree to the lies and the rumors that will not die. Agree to
Ananias and to Caiaphas and agree to the worst and darkest and ugliest moments of all of it, and



say, "Lord, I yield. It was from your hand, and it was for something I needed, and in your eyes it
was good.”

Now I have one more point. I'll put it negatively, then put it positively. If you don't do that, you're
never going to rise from the dead. I’ll say it again. If you don't yield to what they did to you, if you
don't accept it and make it part of your history and make it something beautiful, you are never
going to walk in resurrection. It is not yours to have. It will never be yours, and I am not a negative
speaker. I am trying to get your attention. There is no such thing as resurrection without
crucifixion, and until it becomes a crucifixion, it is nothing but a vicious, angry, fleshly encounter.
A vicious, angry, fleshly encounter. It's just two goats hitting their heads against one another. It's
just something. But Gene, it was so unfair. Then it's not a crucifixion.

Brother, until it empties out of your mind and your heart and your spirit and your soul, and you
lay it all down, and you take that ugliest thought that just gnaws at you, and you confess that you
failed and you did a little lying and anger and twisting and you weren't exactly the most beautiful
thing there ever was. Lord, I confess that. I don't like that because I didn't ever want...I never
wanted the crucifixion. It’s got to become a crucifixion, or there will be no resurrection.

Now, that's not all. Here's something even worse, and I'm trying to get your attention. If you don't
make it through that crucifixion, you're not going to make it through the next one. You see, this is
how big this one was. Well, that's how big the next one is. It's going to be a hair bigger because...
do you understand what it means to be pressed out of measure? If you can get past this crucifixion,
then you're going to have to get pressed out of that measure. That's not good news, is it? Let me
make this really clear. If it is not a crucifixion in your life, if it's not cleaned up and dealt with, the
next one won't be a crucifixion either. It will just be some more ugly, vicious Christians who don't
have any decency about them, mistreating me and doing things...you don’t know what they did...
I’ll never count on Christians. I don't care if I ever see another Christian again. I'm walking out of
here; I'm never coming back. I was given a lemon, and I'm going to suck on it for the rest of the
world.

I say it lightly, but I say it in truth. The next morning, you won't even think “crucifixion”. You'll
only think the ugliest things you can. And you, dear friend, will be in the grips of bitterness. You
will live as a bitter old man or woman. The tragedy of getting crucified is that there's always the
possibility of another one. But brother, there will be another one, and it won't have crucifixion
anywhere on it. There will just be ugly dripping from it. Now, I'm going to pause before I bring
this to an end. Have I made myself clear? I don't mean, “Have I made myself clear?”, but [ mean,
are you clear?

Let me try to explain a little bit more. You know what you want? You want to pick the donkey
that's there. You wish to choose the hill. You want to decide the size of the nails. You want to
decide what's going to be said about you and what's not going to be said about you. And you are
prepared to go through that crucifixion. Well, a crucifixion is not a crucifixion unless it is things
that are beyond your ability to stand. If you cannot handle this one dripping in unfairness and in



things unjustifiable, then you surely will be no more prepared, and even less prepared, and more
vulnerable for the next. Hey saint, you don't get to write the script. You don't get to be the director
and producer. This thing is a tragedy, and you don't get to. Well, Gene, am I really going to have
another one? I think that if you can get through the first one, there's an excellent chance you'll have
another one. What an honor.

Now, there can be resurrection. And what brings about resurrection? Making sure that one was a
crucifixion. Do you know what resurrection is? Resurrection is that which is beyond that which is
destroyed. Resurrection is that which is beyond that which is dead. You know what resurrection
is? There is only one definition for resurrection. First, it is the demarcation at which point anything
before it no longer exists, and after it, all things belong to a creation that has and is no part of that
which came before. 1t is a totally new realm. That which was before the resurrection does not exist.
It is the beginning of the birth of a new creation.

Brothers and sisters, what an honor to be crucified because beyond it is resurrection and a new
creation. Gene, have you ever been crucified? Have you ever been mistreated? Gene, have you
ever had lies told about you? Have you been publicly massacred? Vehemently brutalized? Have
you ever had everything destroyed, the loss of everything, all your life’s work?. I want you all to
know that it's really hard to lose everything you've done. By the way, Jesus Christ lost everything
He did on this earth the day He was crucified. Excuse me, but those 10,000 or 20,000 people or
50,000 who heard Him...there weren't any of them around that day, and you don't really hear from
them anymore, and He also lost His disciples; they couldn't have told you a sentence He ever said.

The others crucified Him in ignorance, and they crucified Him...and knew it. Have you ever been
crucified, Gene? Nothing but the truth? No, I never have. But we heard... I don't remember. [ wasn't
there. It has slipped my mind. Didn't they...? I don’t recall. You said, and they did, and you did,
and there must have been some...tell us that story. Tell us what they said, what they did to you.
Excuse me, but you must have some sort of mistaken identity going on. You must know another
Gene Edwards. Saints, that's the only choice I've got. That's the only one I've got, and by Henry,
that's the only one you've got. You don't have any other choice. Have you ever been crucified? No.
Have you ever been mistreated? Can't remember. I can't recall that I did. That was another world
and another life. That life is dead. That world is gone...and then we live in the resurrection. We
live in a new creation, and we are a new creature.

One night, somewhere alone, we go back, and we see the hand of God writing His history in our
lives, and we say, " Thank you, Lord, for doing that to me. Lord, I wouldn't have missed it for
anything. That’s where life begins...but it's not life. It's greater than life. It's life that passes through
death. And man, listen, you can kill life. You can even kill divine life, but you can't kill divine life
that has passed through death. There is nothing that can touch it. When you have died and passed
through death and come out on the other side, you're going to have to come up with something
bigger than death. I want to pray. Lord, keep cleaning it up. Keep taking out the memories that
never happened. Take the memory away, for Lord, it belongs to another world. The history books



are all closed to those events. Lord, I'm living over here, and I forgive my enemies. And I forgive
those who despitefully abused me. They all thought they were doing something for me, and you
know something - they were not wrong. And you love them. And I'm going to see them in the
Lord. I'm going to be here on earth because God got his way in my life. Lord, for every brother
and sister in this room, turn into something and give us our Gethsemane, so that we can yield to it.

Lord Jesus, there are brothers in this room who are going to be bitter the rest of their lives. And
they're not, either, because Your Holy Spirit's going to come and touch them and heal them. And
they're going to forgive, and they're going to forgive, and you're going to raise them from the dead.
They're going to want to be raised from the dead, and they're going to walk with You again. Even
though some of them may scream, “I don’t want to do this again,” you're going to get your way.
Oh life; oh one, born out of resurrection. Life that came out of death...move in my brothers and
my sisters. Yield, kill, bury, and resurrect. Amen.

Okay, please look at me. I don't give invitations, but you need one. I'm going to, in just a minute,
ask everybody to close their eyes again. By the way, you don't have to bow your head; you can
close your eyes, but you can bow your head if you want. It would help you a great deal to raise
your hand. In fact, we ought to have an altar call, shouldn't we? Do you think there are no prospects,
present, for healing? I really want to put it on you tonight. I want to force you to make a decision.
I want to force you to deal with this. You see, in the world you and I came from, we're just “sermon-
callous.” That was really a good message last night. Praise the Lorad. Pastor, that was a good
message this morning. You slept through the whole thing, you lying dog. That was a little different
last night down there at Day's hotel, wasn't it? No. I didn't come here for that. I came here to force
you to take action. I want you to become a bitter, cynical, ugly, unforgiving soul.

I want you to know that you couldn't forgive, and you couldn't forget. I want you to know that you
really enjoyed spending the rest of your life telling people about how ugly you got treated by a
Christian. I want you to know that you chose that. I want you to know that you enjoyed nursing it;
it gave you a good excuse for not being a Christian anymore. It gave you license to cop out, that
you don't really want to get healed. You want to nurture a wound, or by the graces that can only
be given by the Holy Spirit, and gifts that are not from men, you went down with Him, and He got
down with you, and He touched you, and He gave you the graces. If you ask for them, He'll give
them, and it will be put behind you forever, and you came out of there a trusting Christian, ready
to commit suicide all over again for the glory and honor of Jesus Christ; ready to risk it all.

Gene, | just can't do that. Listen, I got a better reason for not doing it than you do, I think. If not,
I've got one as good. But Prem Pradhan of Nepal, who got one better. John Hus and Joan of Arc,
who died rejoicing in the Lord, got them better—got us all beat. We don't have any excuses. I'm
asking you. No, I'm forcing you, deal with this one way or the other. Hey saints, it was your Father
who did it, and He did it out of His good pleasure, and He did it for you, and that was so we were
harmonized.



I'm going to ask two questions. The first one was, do you really feel you were really unjustly
treated by Christians, and did you really get hurt? That's number one. Number two, are you ready
to utterly put this behind you? Deal with all of it. Take it from the Lord's hand, and believe He's
going to raise you from the dead, and seal it off. That may be the worst part of all because you
probably really did not know how much you enjoyed telling people how badly you got treated, and
leaving it behind might not be so easy. Just close your eyes for a minute, I'm going to ask those
questions. Let's drop the word crucifixion here. We won't be dramatic because you may say, "No,
it wasn't quite a crucifixion." Maybe some of you don’t know you were really crucified, but let's
start with a word we can all understand.

Have you really been mistreated by some other Christians? Would you raise your hand? I like to
see it. You know you were mistreated, and it hurt, and you got scars to prove it. One, two, three,
four, five, six... Eleven, twelve, thirteen. About fourteen people. Put your hand down. I'm talking
about coming back to the full reality of Christ, like you had the first few days after you got saved.
Believing all things, trusting all things, hoping all things, and rejoicing in a/l. Okay, here's the
question again, and this is going to end it. I'm not going to give an altar call. Will you deal with
this thing toward utterly ending it in your life and putting it behind you forever, and going on to
the beauty of resurrection? But Gene, I'm not sure I can do that. I didn't ask you if you could do it.
I ask you if you will hold your nose, jump in, and ask Him for His graces, but you will deal with
it. Not asking you to do it. I'm asking if you'll deal with it. Will you raise your hand? Praise the
Lord, that's more hands than the first time.

Lord, I want to raise my hand. Amen. I want to ask you, Lord, to do something: take this message
and that tape and use it. ['ve never prayed that before, Lord. Brothers and sisters, I've never prayed
over a tape. There are so many. I ask you to bless this work, brothers and sisters everywhere. There
are too many damaged Christians. Enough of my brothers and sisters who raised their hands —
every one of them, heal them utterly. May the past be utterly and forever gone. It didn't happen.
That was some other person. An old man, whose name I have forgotten, died in an old creation, in
some sort of holocaust, in which some kind of instrument of destruction up on a hill took the entire
universe and annihilated it. And I was born three days later. Hallelujah. Amen.

This is my parting word. Praise the Lord. One last word. How many Christian workers are there?
If you're a Christian worker, would you raise your hand? We got one, two, three, four, five, six,
seven, eight. Oh, I'm going to say something I never thought I'd say. I hope you get really good
and crucified somewhere down the road. You know why? Because you need it. Really something
ugly and unjust. And I have a notion, you will. I don't think I even need to pray for it. I think it
was decided before the foundations of the world.

But I want to tell you something. If you can get past it, come out of that thing with your garment
smoking but out, rising out of hell, alive and healing, and then walking in the newness of His
resurrection. Then you will be able to do something we so desperately need. And I say this now



not only to the Christian workers present, but also to every believer here. It is a ministry we all
need to have. It is won in the fires of adversity; it is won in Gethsemane and on the cross.

If you can come out of that thing, or just a few little scars, or maybe one right here...that you carry
forever (referring to the Lord’s pierced side). If you can come out of that place, risen from the
dead. If you can come out of that thing and know it was won, rejoicing in that thing. If you can
come out of that thing, go through it with dignity, be silent, and everything destroyed, and start
over again. You know what you can do? You can do something that is a great privilege and very
rarely given, and certainly in this country, almost unknown. And in that, I will say, not 1700 years,
this country has a problem. You know what you can do? You can minister the cross if you can get
beyond the crucifixion, and we need men and women who can preach the cross of Christ and call
believers to the cross of Christ. We have pretty much run out of those folks. It wouldn't hurt this
world to have a few, and that's another reason why the Lord allows us to be crucified. We can
glory in the cross of Christ and proclaim that cross and that Lord.



