John 14:2 - In my Father's house are many dwelling places. If it were not so, I would have told
you. And I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you to myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

John 14:10 - Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and do you not believe that the Father is
in Me? The words that I say to you, I do not speak on My own behalf, but the Father, who is abiding
in Me, does His works.”

That undoubtedly means the Father was speaking within Him.

John 14:11-12 - Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me. If you can't do that,
believe on account of the work that has been done. Truly I say to you, He who believes in Me, the
works that I do shall He do also, and greater than these shall he do because I go to the Father.

John 14:13-21 - And whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I'll do it. If you love Me, you will keep My
commandment. And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another one just like Me, that He
may be with you forever. Who is this? He is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it cannot see Him. The world cannot know Him, but you know Him, because He abides
with you right now. And right after Pentecost, He will be in you. I will not leave you as an orphan.
I do plan to return. Just a little while, the world won't see Me ever again. But you will behold Me,
because I live; you're also going to live. And in that day, you're going to know that I'm in My
Father. And you're going to know that you're also in Me. And you're going to know that I am in
you. He that has My commandments and keeps them, that's the one who loves Me. The one who
loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will reveal Myself to him.

I guess in all of God's Word, nothing is quite like John 14. After Genesis 1 and 2 comes the fall;
God has another picture. That's the picture of what He wants. It's not the real thing. It's a very long
picture. It takes over a thousand years to dramatize. What is that picture? Israel. What does Israel
do? She was to be the Lord's wife, but she became a sinful, fallen woman. She constantly goes
away from the Lord. Now, you and I see this in the Old Testament. Who else saw it? The Lord
saw this. So I'm still overwhelmed by this—that one day God stepped out of eternity into time.

I can almost see Him angry when He cometh into time. He wants a wife worse than any other
creature has ever wanted a wife. Yet He sees this picture of Israel, and He is here to do something
about it. Now, I'm not going to go over all of that. I'll not review it. I'll only say that when the Lord
came up out of the baptismal waters, He was looking for His wife, and He ministered for three and
a half years.

Now, especially in the book of John, you cannot always tell whether the Lord is talking about right
then, where He was standing, or about what would happen after the cross. Sometimes He speaks
as though the cross had already taken place and He had done all He was going to do. You cannot
always tell whether He's speaking in the present or after the cross, but we can ask this one question:



could Jesus tell who had been chosen before the foundation of the world? Yes. Are you sure? Yes.
Prove it.

I even know those whom the Father has given Me, and they hear My voice, and they follow Me.
Everyone whom the Lord had chosen heard Jesus' voice and followed Him. Now, let me ask you
a question here. You remember in John 6. Jesus said, "Eat My flesh and drink My blood," and
some heard it as a hard saying; after that, they turned back and no longer followed Him. So were
they His people? I wish I knew the answer myself. I really don't know. My very strong impression
sometimes is this: the Lord said, "The only reason you're following Me is that you're getting a free
meal." They followed a physical Lord for physical refreshment, but they knew nothing of the
Lord's spiritual purpose. Therefore, they weren't followers. In the mission field, they're called “rice
Christians.” They are Christians as long as there is rice to eat. On the other hand, perhaps one of
you here is correct. Perhaps they were followers; they just didn't want to go as far as the Lord
wanted, to the cross and beyond.

Well, then I ask the question for this reason. Could the Lord stand in eternity before time began
and see those who would follow Him? Yes. Now, brothers and sisters, as He walked on this earth,
He could see His bride. Well, I must skip that and go on, and the resurrection, we went very clearly
through it. We talked about Mary Magdalene. She's really a picture of the church. Now, we have
got to come to something much more basic than this. All of this is irrelevant. Utterly, totally,
completely irrelevant. It has nothing to do with you and with me. Until now, it has been a dead
doctrine.

Brothers, go back to eternity and remember that Jesus Christ, or God the Father, or just God, before
He was either the Son or the Father, when He was God, He wanted some place for His love to go.
Now, where does that love want to go? It wants to go to you. Now, there are some conditions for
that love to reach you. What are they? Alright, I'd like for you to tell me the conditions of that love.

You have to be chosen. You have to be predestined, chosen. After you're chosen, what happens?
What has to happen? You have to be called. And having been called, you have to hear. After you
hear, of course, you're justified. After you're justified, what are you? Sanctified. After you're
sanctified, what are you? Glorified. Now, you are all of those things.

Now then, the Lord wishes to pour out that love on you. Can He do it? Not yet. He can't do it. He
is inhibited. There still has to be something. Now then, I come to this point. Are you forgiven? Is
it important? No, it's not. Forget you're forgiven. Yes, it's important, but forget it. You're forgiven.
You can stand there all your life being forgiven. I used to be... I don't mind saying this: a Baptist.
Baptists spend their whole life rejoicing in salvation. The best thing to do with salvation is to
rejoice in it for a while, then forget it. It's got to be that way. I am forgiven, but forgiveness must
not become an experience that turns into a doctrine.

Now, are you forgiven? You have been forgiven. Forgiven of what? Everything you've done. What
about right now? What you're doing? What about what you're going to do? Yeah, it's been cleansed



already. It's cleansed just a little before it's done. It's like the old question: which gets there first,
the bullet or the hole? Which gets there first, the forgiveness or the sin? Brothers, I'll tell you:
forgiveness gets there just before sin does.

Now, still we have not yet merited His love. I am talking about meriting the love of Jesus Christ.
You have to be chosen, called, justified, hear him, sanctified, and glorified. That's all wonderful. I
want to come back to the day of the resurrection. Where did Jesus Christ get His bride? Where did
He get His bride? From the world. From the tomb. Out of His side. All of those are correct. Now,
then, I would say Mary Magdalene, who is part of the Lord's bride, and I'll say right now, Mary
Magdalene...His bride. From where did she originate? From the world. And yet, brother, what
happened to the Mary Magdalene who was in the world? She went into the grave. Did she ever
come out? She never came out. She is gone. Jesus Christ cannot find her.

What did come out of that tomb? Something came out of His side. The first thing that came out
was Jesus Christ, the first fruit of the new creation. When He came out of that tomb and looked
around, can you see Him standing there in front of the tomb? What can He see? Nothing. Can He
see Jerusalem? Can He see all the simple folks running around in the streets down there? No. Why?
They don't exist anymore. What? Gene, that's absurd. Of course they exist. Don't be so sure.

I tell you, I don't have a scientific bone in my body, and I don't understand what I'm about to tell
you, but I'm going to tell you anyway. Throughout creation, scientists have noticed that everything
has an opposite. They've never found anything but what there is an opposite. There is a proton,
there's an electron, and they start from there. You take the magnets; there's the positive pull and
the negative pull. So they have come up with the absolute fact that there is matter and then there
is antimatter, and they have somehow proven it. They're very dumb.

They have actually said that right here in this galaxy are, of course, the nine planets, and in the
nine planets there's Earth, and in this little planetary system of ours made out of matter, it is very
possible that antimatter is existing in exactly the same spot. That there are non-matter people
walking around, and anti-gravity existing. An anti-universe lies here where the universe is, and
they can be in the same spot at the same time, never see one another, and never collide, because
they're different. Well, science, in its foolishness, has simply discovered the new creation.

Lying here in this spot, can the scientist see that other universe? No, they cannot. Can that other
universe see that scientist? No. Well, let me tell you something. When God looks at this spot, He
no longer sees the matter. He doesn't see the old creation anymore. He sees only the new creation.
What did He see? If God looked from heaven that day, what did He see? He saw the Lord Jesus
Christ. Did He see anything else? Well, not yet; let's not rush it. Let's enjoy this for a moment. He
saw the Lord Jesus Christ. Did the Lord Jesus Christ see anything? Nope. Because Mary
Magdalene hadn't arrived at the tomb yet. He had not yet seen the first of the new creation. He had
a scar, and He knew that His bride had been taken from His side.



The first time He saw her, she was in that tomb...and she came out. How did she come out of the
tomb? Running. That's how she came out: running. And what did she do? She embraced Him. She
embraced Him. Let me ask you this question. Who showed affection first? Now, be careful, this is
a trick question. When He called her name. Somehow, He pronounced that name...in love. She
didn't turn around or hesitate. She didn't turn around, fall on her face, and worship Him as God.
He could have said it in a way that would have made her do that. Is that not true? Mary. He could
have said it in a way that would have made her turn around and want to love Him...but then
hesitate. She turned around because of the way He pronounced her name, and she was utterly free
to love Him back.

Now then, I tell you something happened there: two or three things happened that merited the love.
What was one of them? She turned around. She heard His voice. She responded. I tell you what
was so beautiful about Mary Magdalene. I think you all know where I'm going. Do you remember
the day she poured the oil on His feet? What did He say to her? “Your sins are forgiven; go in
peace” ...and where did she go? After the Lord. There was something that Mary Magdalene did.
Sisters and brothers, Mary Magdalene believed she had the right to turn around, run as fast as she
could, embrace the Lord, and be loved by Him. That is the one great requirement beyond salvation
to merit that love. You have got to believe that you have the right to be loved. You have got to
believe that.

How many of you have a hard time believing that? Will you raise your hand? Okay. Put it down.
How many of you have had a hard time believing that at some point? Did she come to the Lord?
She came to the Lord. Did it please Him? Yes, it pleased Him. It worried Him a little bit for a
moment because He wasn't sure He'd ever get out of there; she had such a grip on Him. How do
you come to the Lord? Running. Freely.

It is impossible to come to Him except by faith; by believing. Did you really come out of the Lord's
side? You believe so? In the English vernacular, to say “I believe so” means I have some doubt.
Okay, I'm going to ask you again. Did you really come out of the Lord's side? Wonderful. Are you
perfect? Why are you perfect?

You were hewn out of Jesus Christ. If you cut into cheese, you get cheese. You cut into pie, you
get pie. You cut into God, you get God. You cut into divinity, you get divinity. If you cut into
perfection, you get perfection. The Lord was cut, and something came out, and the only thing that
can come out of Him is perfection...and you came out of Him. “But Gene, I am a creature of time,
and I look at me, and I know I am sinful, and I know I am fallen, and I know I don't deserve His
love. I know the facts.

(continued in Part 2)



